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Judgment and Action - Vivasvan Soni 2017-12-15
Written by theologians, literary scholars, political theorists, classicists, and philosophers, the essays in
Judgment and Action address the growing sense that certain key concepts in humanistic scholarship have
become suspect, if not downright unintelligible, amid the current plethora of critical methods. These essays
aim to reassert the normative force of judgment and action, two concepts at the very core of literary
analysis, systematic theology, philosophy, ethics, aesthetics, and other disciplines. Interpretation is
essential to every humanistic discipline, and every interpretation is an act of judgment. Yet the work of
interpretation and judgment has been called into question by contemporary methods in the humanities,
which incline either toward contextual determination of meaning or toward the suspension of judgment
altogether. Action is closely related to judgment and interpretation and like them, it has been rendered
questionable. An action is not simply the performance of a deed but requires the deed’s intelligibility, which
can be secured only through interpretation and judgment. Organized into four broad
themes—interiority/contemplation, ethics, politics/community, and aesthetics/image—the aim of this broadranging and insightful collection is to illuminate the histories of judgment and action, identify critical sites
from which rethinking them may begin, clarify how they came to be challenged, and relocate them within a
broader intellectual-historical trajectory that renders them intelligible.
Spheres of Influence - Alex Benchimol 2007
This book explores the ways in which intellectual and cultural publics from the early modern period to the
postmodern present have actively constructed their cultural identities within the social processes of
modernity. It brings together some of the most compelling recent writing on the public sphere by scholars
in the fields of literary history, cultural studies and social theory from both sides of the Atlantic. Taken
together, the essays in this collection offer a major re-examination of recent scholarship on the theory of
the public sphere as developed by Jürgen Habermas. They also stand as a collective effort both to
interrogate and to extend this influential model by exploring modern forms of intellectual and cultural
activity in all their rich diversity and ideological complexity. Contributions range from the divided
inheritance of Shakespeare publishing history to the new forms of mass-mediated cultural experience in
contemporary Britain; from attempts at cultural regulation in the literary public sphere of the Romantic
period to the postmodern political conflict played out in the American public sphere of the 1990s; and from
varieties of religious dissent to modes of postcolonial criticism. The book furthers the dialogue between
academic methodologies, fields and periods, and presents readers with a contested narrative of the key
cultural and intellectual practices that have made up our modern world.
Anti-Atheism in Early Modern England 1580-1720 - Kenneth Sheppard 2015-06-02
Anti-Atheism in Early Modern England traces the emergence and transformation of a distinct apologetic
discourse called the confutation of atheism.
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Representing Humanity in the Age of Enlightenment - Alexander Cook 2015-10-06
The Enlightenment era saw European thinkers increasingly concerned with what it meant to be human.
This collection of essays traces the concept of ‘humanity’ through revolutionary politics, feminist biography,
portraiture, explorer narratives, libertine and Orientalist fiction, the philosophy of conversation and
musicology.
Good Form - Jesse Rosenthal 2019-12-10
What do we mean when we say that a novel's conclusion "feels right"? How did feeling, form, and the sense
of right and wrong get mixed up, during the nineteenth century, in the experience of reading a novel? Good
Form argues that Victorian readers associated the feeling of narrative form—of being pulled forward to a
satisfying conclusion—with inner moral experience. Reclaiming the work of a generation of Victorian
“intuitionist” philosophers who insisted that true morality consisted in being able to feel or intuit the
morally good, Jesse Rosenthal shows that when Victorians discussed the moral dimensions of reading
novels, they were also subtly discussing the genre’s formal properties. For most, Victorian moralizing is one
of the period’s least attractive and interesting qualities. But Good Form argues that the moral
interpretation of novel experience was essential in the development of the novel form—and that this moral
approach is still a fundamental, if unrecognized, part of how we understand novels. Bringing together ideas
from philosophy, literary history, and narrative theory, Rosenthal shows that we cannot understand the
formal principles of the novel that we have inherited from the nineteenth century without also
understanding the moral principles that have come with them. Good Form helps us to understand the way
Victorians read, but it also helps us to understand the way we read now.
The Culture of Power and the Power of Culture - T. C. W Blanning 2002
This account of old regime Europe explores the cultural revolution which transformed 18th-century Europe.
In the process the author explains, among other things, how Prussia became the dominant power in Europe
& why the French monarchy collapsed.
Profane - Christopher S. Grenda 2014-08-15
Humans have been uttering profane words and incurring the consequences for millennia. But contemporary
eventsÑfrom the violence in 2006 that followed Danish newspaper cartoons depicting the Prophet
Mohammed to the 2012 furor over the Innocence of Muslims videoÑindicate that controversy concerning
blasphemy has reemerged in explosive transnational form. In an age when electronic media transmit
offense as rapidly as profane images and texts can be produced, blasphemy is bracingly relevant again. In
this volume, a distinguished cast of international scholars examines the profound difficulties blasphemy
raises for modern societies. Contributors examine how the sacred is formed and maintained, how
sacrilegious expression is conceived and regulated, and how the resulting conflicts resist easy adjudication.
Their studies range across art, history, politics, law, literature, and theology. Because of the global nature
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of the problem, the volumeÕs approach is comparative, examining blasphemy across cultural and
geopolitical boundaries.
The Age of Milton - Alan Hager 2004
Presents profiles of seventeenth-century British and American writers and thinkers, each one with a
biography, a discussion of major works and themes, and primary and secondary bibliographical sources.
The Opinion of Mankind - Paul Sagar 2019-06-04
How David Hume and Adam Smith forged a new way of thinking about the modern state What is the
modern state? Conspicuously undertheorized in recent political theory, this question persistently animated
the best minds of the Enlightenment. Recovering David Hume and Adam Smith's long-underappreciated
contributions to the history of political thought, The Opinion of Mankind considers how, following Thomas
Hobbes's epochal intervention in the mid-seventeenth century, subsequent thinkers grappled with
explaining how the state came into being, what it fundamentally might be, and how it could claim rightful
authority over those subject to its power. Hobbes has cast a long shadow over Western political thought,
particularly regarding the theory of the state. This book shows how Hume and Smith, the two leading lights
of the Scottish Enlightenment, forged an alternative way of thinking about the organization of modern
politics. They did this in part by going back to the foundations: rejecting Hobbes's vision of human nature
and his arguments about our capacity to form stable societies over time. In turn, this was harnessed to a
deep reconceptualization of how to think philosophically about politics in a secular world. The result was an
emphasis on the "opinion of mankind," the necessary psychological basis of all political organization.
Demonstrating how Hume and Smith broke away from Hobbesian state theory, The Opinion of Mankind
also suggests ways in which these thinkers might shape how we think about politics today, and in turn how
we might construct better political theory.
The Science of Sensibility: Reading Burke's Philosophical Enquiry - Koen Vermeir 2011-11-08
Attracting philosophers, politicians, artists as well as the educated reader, Edmund Burke’s Philosophical
Enquiry, first published in 1757, was a milestone in western thinking. This edited volume will take the
250th anniversary of the Philosophical Enquiry as an occasion to reassess Burke’s prominence in the
history of ideas. Situated on the threshold between early modern philosophy and the Enlightenment,
Burke’s oeuvre combines reflections on aesthetics, politics and the sciences. This collection is the first book
length work devoted primarily to Burke’s Philosophical Enquiry in both its historical context and for its
contemporary relevance. It will establish the fact that the Enquiry is an important philosophical and literary
work in its own right.
A Philosophy of Beauty - Michael B. Gill 2022-11-01
An engaging account of how Shaftesbury revolutionized Western philosophy At the turn of the eighteenth
century, Anthony Ashley Cooper, the third Earl of Shaftesbury (1671–1713), developed the first
comprehensive philosophy of beauty to be written in English. It revolutionized Western philosophy. In A
Philosophy of Beauty, Michael Gill presents an engaging account of how Shaftesbury’s thought profoundly
shaped modern ideas of nature, religion, morality, and art—and why, despite its long neglect, it remains
compelling today. Before Shaftesbury’s magnum opus, Charactersticks of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times
(1711), it was common to see wilderness as ugly, to associate religion with fear and morality with
unpleasant restriction, and to dismiss art as trivial or even corrupting. But Shaftesbury argued that nature,
religion, virtue, and art can all be truly beautiful, and that cherishing and cultivating beauty is what makes
life worth living. And, as Gill shows, this view had a huge impact on the development of natural religion,
moral sense theory, aesthetics, and environmentalism. Combining captivating historical details and flashes
of humor, A Philosophy of Beauty not only rediscovers and illuminates a fascinating philosopher but also
offers an inspiring reflection about the role beauty can play in our lives.
The Spectator - Donald J. Newman 2005
The Spectator: Emerging Discourses brings together a distinguished coterie of international scholars who
take a fresh look at this influential eighteenth-century English periodical. Taking advantage of the insights
provided by such critical perspectives as new historicism, postcolonialism, psychology, postmodernism and
cultural studies, and by such theorists as Michel Foucault and Jurgen Habermas, the scholars represented
herein offer new insights into The Spectator's relation to the changing society that influenced it-and that it
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in turn influenced.
Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times - Anthony Ashley Cooper Earl of Shaftesbury 1999
Shaftesbury's Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times was first published in 1711. This volume
presents a new edition of the text together with an introduction, explanatory notes and a guide to further
reading.
The Politics of Eloquence - Marc Hanvelt 2012-01-01
History has shown us that the power of political speech can be put to both positive and manipulative ends while rhetoric is a powerful tool for those who seek to persuade others to adopt their views, it can also be
employed to foment factionalism and undermine the very basis of a democratic society. In this unique
study, Marc Hanvelt shows how eighteenth-century philosopher David Hume confronted questions about
the negative moral and political effects of rhetoric, and how he differentiated between manipulative and
non-manipulative political speech. Drawing on Hume's philosophical, historical, and popular writings, The
Politics of Eloquence presents an understanding of rhetoric that can be properly ascribed to this important
thinker, an understanding hitherto overlooked in the scholarly literature. Offering an original approach to
thinking about political rhetoric  an essential element of democratic politics  Hanvelt makes important
contributions to both Hume scholarship and to broader areas in political theory and philosophy.
Encyclopedia of Early Modern Philosophy and the Sciences - Dana Jalobeanu 2022-08-27
This Encyclopedia offers a fresh, integrated and creative perspective on the formation and foundations of
philosophy and science in European modernity. Combining careful contextual reconstruction with
arguments from traditional philosophy, the book examines methodological dimensions, breaks down
traditional oppositions such as rationalism vs. empiricism, calls attention to gender issues, to ‘insiders and
outsiders’, minor figures in philosophy, and underground movements, among many other topics. In
addition, and in line with important recent transformations in the fields of history of science and early
modern philosophy, the volume recognizes the specificity and significance of early modern science and
discusses important developments including issues of historiography (such as historical epistemology), the
interplay between the material culture and modes of knowledge, expert knowledge and craft knowledge.
This book stands at the crossroads of different disciplines and combines their approaches – particularly the
history of science, the history of philosophy, contemporary philosophy of science, and intellectual and
cultural history. It brings together over 100 philosophers, historians of science, historians of mathematics,
and medicine offering a comprehensive view of early modern philosophy and the sciences. It combines and
discusses recent results from two very active fields: early modern philosophy and the history of (early
modern) science. Editorial Board EDITORS-IN-CHIEF Dana Jalobeanu University of Bucharest, Romania
Charles T. Wolfe Ghent University, Belgium ASSOCIATE EDITORS Delphine Bellis University Nijmegen,
The Netherlands Zvi Biener University of Cincinnati, OH, USA Angus Gowland University College London,
UK Ruth Hagengruber University of Paderborn, Germany Hiro Hirai Radboud University Nijmegen, The
Netherlands Martin Lenz University of Groningen, The Netherlands Gideon Manning CalTech, Pasadena,
CA, USA Silvia Manzo University of La Plata, Argentina Enrico Pasini University of Turin, Italy Cesare
Pastorino TU Berlin, Germany Lucian Petrescu Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium Justin E. H. Smith
University de Paris Diderot, France Marius Stan Boston College, Chestnut Hill, MA, USA Koen Vermeir
CNRS-SPHERE + Université de Paris, France Kirsten Walsh University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Reason and Emotion in International Ethics - Renée Jeffery 2014-06-12
Renée Jeffery examines the role played by the emotions in making moral judgments and motivating ethical
actions. Focusing on the problem of world poverty, she draws on the work of eighteenth-century moral
sentiment theorists and recent advances in the neurosciences to develop an original account of
international ethics.
The Encyclopedia of British Literature, 3 Volume Set - Gary Day 2015-03-09
Provides a comprehensive overview of all aspects of the poetry, drama, fiction, and literary and cultural
criticism produced from the Restoration of the English monarchy to the onset of the French Revolution
Comprises over 340 entries arranged in A-Z format across three fully indexed and cross-referenced volumes
Written by an international team of leading and emerging scholars Features an impressive scope and range
of subjects: from courtship and circulating libraries, to the works of Samuel Johnson and Sarah Scott
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Includes coverage of both canonical and lesser-known authors, as well as entries addressing gender,
sexuality, and other topics that have previously been underrepresented in traditional scholarship
Represents the most comprehensive resource available on this period, and an indispensable guide to the
rich diversity of British writing that ushered in the modern literary era 3 Volumes
www.literatureencyclopedia.com
Cato's Tears and the Making of Anglo-American Emotion - Julie Ellison 1999-12-15
In this aambitious account of a much expanded Age of Sensibility, Julie Ellison traces the evolution of the
politics of emotion on both sides of the Atlantic from the late 17th to the early 19th century.
Civil Tongues and Polite Letters in British America - David S. Shields 2012-12-01
In cities from Boston to Charleston, elite men and women of eighteenth-century British America came
together in private venues to script a polite culture. By examining their various 'texts'--conversations,
letters, newspapers, and privately circulated manuscripts--David Shields reconstructs the discourse of
civility that flourished in and further shaped elite society in British America.
Philosophic Pride - Christopher Brooke 2022-11-29
Philosophic Pride is the first full-scale look at the essential place of Stoicism in the foundations of modern
political thought. Spanning the period from Justus Lipsius's Politics in 1589 to Jean-Jacques Rousseau's
Emile in 1762, and concentrating on arguments originating from England, France, and the Netherlands, the
book considers how political writers of the period engaged with the ideas of the Roman and Greek Stoics
that they found in works by Cicero, Seneca, Epictetus, and Marcus Aurelius. Christopher Brooke examines
key texts in their historical context, paying special attention to the history of classical scholarship and the
historiography of philosophy. Brooke delves into the persisting tension between Stoicism and the tradition
of Augustinian anti-Stoic criticism, which held Stoicism to be a philosophy for the proud who denied their
fallen condition. Concentrating on arguments in moral psychology surrounding the foundations of human
sociability and self-love, Philosophic Pride details how the engagement with Roman Stoicism shaped early
modern political philosophy and offers significant new interpretations of Lipsius and Rousseau together
with fresh perspectives on the political thought of Hugo Grotius and Thomas Hobbes. Philosophic Pride
shows how the legacy of the Stoics played a vital role in European intellectual life in the early modern era.
Philosophical Dialogue in the British Enlightenment - Michael Prince 1996
This book offers the first full-length study of philosophical dialogue during the English Enlightenment. It
explains why important philosophers - Shaftesbury, Mandeville, Berkeley and Hume - and innumerable
minor translators, imitators and critics wrote in and about dialogue during the eighteenth century; and
why, after Hume, philosophical dialogue either falls out of use or undergoes radical transformation.
Philosophical Dialogue in the British Enlightenment describes the extended, heavily coded, and often
belligerent debate about the nature and proper management of dialogue; and it shows how the writing of
philosophical fictions relates to the rise of the novel and the emergence of philosophical aesthetics.
Novelists such as Fielding, Sterne, Johnson and Austen are placed in a philosophical context, and
philosophers of the empiricist tradition in the context of English literary history.
Mandeville’s Fable - Robin Douglass 2023-05-02
Why we should take Bernard Mandeville seriously as a philosopher Bernard Mandeville’s The Fable of the
Bees outraged its eighteenth-century audience by proclaiming that private vices lead to public prosperity.
Today the work is best known as an early iteration of laissez-faire capitalism. In this book, Robin Douglass
looks beyond the notoriety of Mandeville’s great work to reclaim its status as one of the most incisive
philosophical studies of human nature and the origin of society in the Enlightenment era. Focusing on
Mandeville’s moral, social, and political ideas, Douglass offers a revelatory account of why we should take
Mandeville seriously as a philosopher. Douglass expertly reconstructs Mandeville’s theory of how selfcentred individuals, who care for their reputation and social standing above all else, could live peacefully
together in large societies. Pride and shame are the principal motives of human behaviour, on this account,
with a large dose of hypocrisy and self-deception lying behind our moral practices. In his analysis, Douglass
attends closely to the changes between different editions of the Fable; considers Mandeville’s arguments in
light of objections and rival accounts from other eighteenth-century philosophers, including Shaftesbury,
Hume, and Smith; and draws on more recent findings from social psychology. With this detailed and
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original reassessment of Mandeville’s philosophy, Douglass shows how The Fable of the Bees—by shining a
light on the dark side of human nature—has the power to unsettle readers even today.
Secular Chains - Philip Connell 2016-04-07
Secular Chains offers an original and richly contextualized account of the relationship between poetry and
religious controversy between 1649 and 1745. This was a period of political conflict and intellectual
upheaval, in which traditional sources of spiritual authority were variously challenged and transformed.
This study reveals the importance of English literary culture for our understanding of this process, and
throws new light on the dynamics of change and continuity between the puritan revolution and the early
Enlightenment. Based on extensive research in both printed and manuscript sources, the book combines
detailed case studies of major literary figures with a sustained historical narrative linking the republican
moment of the 1650s, the conflicts and crises of the Restoration, and the ecclesiastical politics of the early
eighteenth century. Milton and Dryden provide the principal focus of the first three chapters, which explore
the divisive issue of church settlement in the work of both writers, together with the increasingly prominent
rhetoric of anti-clericalism and irreligion in the poetry and polemics of the later seventeenth century.
Subsequent chapters extend the book's argument to the embattled condition of the Church of England in
the decades after 1688, and the significant contribution of contemporary literary culture to a range of
religious and philosophical argument, from heterodox free-thinking to Newtonian natural theology. Secular
Chains demonstrates the close and continued relationship between poetry and religious politics in the age
of Milton and Pope, and provides a new framework for understanding this complex and turbulent period in
English literary history.
Shaftesbury and the Culture of Politeness - Lawrence E. Klein 1994-02-25
A study of the social and political thought of the third Earl of Shaftesbury, a pivotal figure in eighteenthcentury thought and culture.
Opera and Politics in Queen Anne's Britain, 1705-1714 - Thomas McGeary 2022-07-26
Explores the political meanings that Italian opera - its composers, agents and institutions - had for
audiences in eighteenth-century Britain.
Monstrous Dreams of Reason - Laura Jean Rosenthal 2002
The essays demonstrate how profoundly eighteenth-century formulations of gender, race, class, and
sexuality have, through their challenges to a less empirical, rational, and universalizing past, set the terms
for debates in the centuries that followed. They explore a wide range of texts, from Georgic poetry to crime
stories, from illness narratives to travel journals, from theatrical performances to medical discourse, and
from political treatises to the novel."--BOOK JACKET.
Men and the Emergence of Polite Society, Britain 1660-1800 - Philip (Research Editor, New Dictionary Of
National Biography) Carter 2014-07-30
This book presents an account of masculinity in eighteenth century Britain. In particular it is concerned
with the impact of an emergent polite society on notions of manliness and the gentleman. From the 1660s a
new type of social behaviour, politeness, was promoted by diverse writers. Based on continental ideas of
refinement, it stressed the merits of genuine and generous sociability as befitted a progressive and tolerant
nation. Early eighteenth century writers encouraged men to acquire the characteristics of politeness by
becoming urbane town gentlemen. Later commentators promoted an alternative culture of sensibility
typified by the man of feeling. Central to both was the need to spend more time with women, now seen as
key agents of refinement. The relationship demanded a reworking of what it meant to be manly. Being
manly and polite was a difficult balancing act. Refined manliness presented new problems for eighteenth
century men. What was the relationship between politeness and duplicity? Were feminine actions such as
tears and physical delicacy acceptable or not? Critics believed polite society led to effeminacy, not
manliness, and condemned this failure of male identity with reference to the fop. This book reveals the
significance of social over sexual conduct for eighteenth century definitions of masculinity. It shows how
features traditionally associated with nineteenth century models were well established in the earlier figure
of the polite town-dweller or sentimental man of feeling. Using personal stories and diverse public
statements drawn from conduct books, magazines, sermons and novels, this is a vivid account of the
changing status of men and masculinity as Britain moved into the modern period.
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Early Modern Debts - Laura Kolb 2020-11-30
Early Modern Debts: 1550–1700 makes an important contribution to the history of debt and credit in
Europe, creating new transnational and interdisciplinary perspectives on problems of debt, credit, trust,
interest, and investment in early modern societies. The collection includes essays by leading international
scholars and early career researchers in the fields of economic and social history, legal history, literary
criticism, and philosophy on such subjects as trust and belief; risk; institutional history; colonialism;
personhood; interiority; rhetorical invention; amicable language; ethnicity and credit; household economics;
service; and the history of comedy. Across the collection, the book reveals debt’s ubiquity in life and
literature. It considers debt’s function as a tie between the individual and the larger group and the ways in
which debts structured the home, urban life, legal systems, and linguistic and literary forms.
Pride, Manners, and Morals - Andrea Branchi 2021-11-29
A reading of the Anglo-Dutch physician and thinker’s philosophical project from the hitherto neglected
perspective of his lifelong interest in the theme of honour.
The Long Quarrel - Jacques Bos 2021-11-15
An examination of how debates originating in the Quarrel of the Ancients and the Moderns informed a
broader exploration of the relation between past and present in various realms of eighteenth-century
thought.
Masculinity, Militarism and Eighteenth-Century Culture, 1689-1815 - Julia Banister 2018-04-26
This book discusses the nature of masculinity in eighteenth-century literature and culture through the
figure of the military man.
Reason of State - Thomas Poole 2015-07-20
This historically embedded treatment of theoretical debates about prerogative and reason of state spans
over four centuries of constitutional development. Commencing with the English Civil War and the
constitutional theories of Hobbes and the Republicans, it moves through eighteenth-century arguments
over jealousy of trade and commercial reason of state to early imperial concerns and the nineteenth-century
debate on the legislative empire, to martial law and twentieth-century articulations of the state at the end
of empire. It concludes with reflections on the contemporary post-imperial security state. The book
synthesises a wealth of theoretical and empirical literature that allows a link to be made between the
development of constitutional ideas and global realpolitik. It exposes the relationship between internal and
external pressures and designs in the making of the modern constitutional polity and explores the
relationship between law, politics and economics in a way that remains rare in constitutional scholarship.
The Gendering of Men, 1600-1750 - Thomas Alan King 2004
"The queer man's mode of embodiment--his gestural and vocal style, his posture and gait, his occupation of
space--remembers a political history. To gesture with the elbow held close to the body, to affect a courtly
lisp, or to set an arm akimbo with the hand turned back on the hip is to cite a history in which the sovereign
body became the effeminate and sodomitical and, finally, the homosexual body. In Queer Articulations,
Thomas A. King argues that the Anglo-American queer body publicizes a history of resistance to the
gendered terms whereby liberal subjectivities were secured in early modern England. Arguing that queer
agency preceded and enabled the formulation of queer subjectivities, Queer Articulations investigates
theatricality and sodomy as performance practices foreclosed in the formation of gendered privacy and
consequently available for resistant uses by male-bodied persons who have been positioned, or who have
located themselves, outside the universalized public sphere of citizen-subjects. By defining queerness as the
lack or failure of private pleasures, rather than an alternative pleasure or substance in its own right,
eighteenth-century discourses reconfigured publicness as the mark of difference from the naturalized,
private bodies of liberal subjects. Inviting a performance-centered, interdisciplinary approach to
queer/male identities, King develops a model of queerness as processual activity, situated in time and place
but irreducible to the individual subject's identifications, desires, and motivations."--Pub. desc. (v.2).
Germanic Language Histories 'from Below' (1700-2000) - Stephan Elspaß 2007-01-01
Focusing on the sociolinguistic history of Germanic languages, the current volume challenges the
traditional teleological approach of language historiography. The 30 contributions present alternative
histories of ten ‘big’ as well as ‘small’ Germanic languages and varieties in the last 300 years. Topics
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covered in this book include language variation and change and the politics of language contact and choice,
seen against the background of standardization processes of written and oral text genres and from the
viewpoint of larger sections of the population.
Common Law and Enlightenment in England, 1689-1750 - Julia Rudolph 2013
A study of how English legal culture, with its strong emphasis on common law, engaged with the new ideas
of the Enlightenment.
Aesthetic Science - Alexander Wragge-Morley 2020-04-17
The scientists affiliated with the early Royal Society of London have long been regarded as forerunners of
modern empiricism, rejecting the symbolic and moral goals of Renaissance natural history in favor of
plainly representing the world as it really was. In Aesthetic Science, Alexander Wragge-Morley challenges
this interpretation by arguing that key figures such as John Ray, Robert Boyle, Nehemiah Grew, Robert
Hooke, and Thomas Willis saw the study of nature as an aesthetic project. To show how early modern
naturalists conceived of the interplay between sensory experience and the production of knowledge,
Aesthetic Science explores natural-historical and anatomical works of the Royal Society through the lens of
the aesthetic. By underscoring the importance of subjective experience to the communication of knowledge
about nature, Wragge-Morley offers a groundbreaking reconsideration of scientific representation in the
early modern period and brings to light the hitherto overlooked role of aesthetic experience in the history
of the empirical sciences.
Theory and Practice in the Eighteenth Century - Alexander Dick 2015-10-06
Brings together scholars who use literary interpretation and discourse analysis to read 18th-century British
philosophy in its historical context. This work analyses how the philosophers of the Enlightenment viewed
their writing; and, how their institutional positions as teachers and writers influenced their understanding
of human consciousness.
Of Essays and Reading in Early Modern Britain - S. Black 2006-11-03
This study focuses on the co-evolution of the essay and the mode of literacy it enabled, and the interactive
processes of reading, with a new approach to early modern textuality. It shows how the genre served to
record, test and disseminate the skills required; and how the essay was adopted as a mechanism by various
intellectual disciplines.
Identity, Crime and Legal Responsibility in Eighteenth-Century England - D. Rabin 2004-10-20
During the eighteenth century English defendants, victims, witnesses, judges, and jurors spoke a language
of the mind. With their reputations or lives at stake, men and women presented their complex emotions and
passions as grounds for acquittal or mitigation of punishment. Inside the courtroom the language of excuse
reshaped crimes and punishments, signalling a shift in the age-old negotiation of mitigation. Outside the
courtroom the language of the mind reflected society's preoccupation with questions of sensibility,
responsibility, and the self.
Dryden and Enthusiasm - John West 2018-01-25
In Dryden's writing, enthusiasm is a source of literary authority. It signals divinely inspired literary
creativity. It is central to Dryden's theoretical defences of the relationship between literature and the
passions. It is also crucial to his poetic practice in a variety of genres, from odes to religious poems to
translations. Enthusiasm, for Dryden, ultimately enables literature to break into regions of knowledge
beyond rational human comprehension. Yet after the rise of radical sectarianism in the 1640s and 1650s,
where claims of inspiration legitimised challenges to established political authority, enthusiasm also carried
dangerous theological and political connotations. In Dryden's writing, enthusiasm is thus also a pejorative
term. It is used to attack political radicals and religious dissenters. In the aftermath of the Civil Wars, it is
at the root of many perceived threats to the stability of the Restoration state. This book explores the
paradoxical place of enthusiasm in Dryden's writing and the role he conceived for it in art and society after
the violent upheavals of the mid seventeenth century. Works from across his oeuvre are explored, from his
early essays and heroic plays to his translations, via new readings of his famous political and religious
poems. These are read alongside other major writers of the period, like Milton, and less well-known
authors, such as John Dennis. The book suggests new ways of conceptualising the relationship between
literary practice and ideological allegiance in Restoration England. It reveals Dryden to be a writer who
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was consistently interested in the limits of what literature could express, what feelings it could provoke,
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and what it could make people believe at a time when such questions were of uncertain political
importance.
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