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Pythagoras - Kitty Ferguson 2011-03-03
This is the story of Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans, whose insights
transformed the ancient world and still inspire the realms of science,
mathematics, philosophy and the arts. Einstein said that the most
incredible thing about our universe was that it was comprehensible at
all. As Kitty Ferguson explains, Pythagoras had much the same idea - but
2,500 years earlier. Though known by many only for his famous Theorem,
in fact the pillars of our scientific tradition - belief that the universe is
rational, that there is unity to all things, and that numbers and
mathematics are a powerful guide to truth about nature and the cosmos hark back to the convictions of this legendary scholar. Kitty Ferguson
brilliantly evokes Pythagoras' ancient world of, showing how ideas
spread in antiquity, and chronicles the incredible influence he and his
followers have had on so many extraordinary people in the history of
Western thought and science. 'Pythagoras' influence on the ideas, and
therefore on the destiny, of the human race was probably greater than
that of any single man before or after him' - Arthur Koestler.
The Musical Structure of Plato's Dialogues - J.B. Kennedy
2014-09-19
J. B. Kennedy argues that Plato's dialogues have an unsuspected musical
structure and use symbols to encode Pythagorean doctrines. The
followers of Pythagoras famously thought that the cosmos had a hidden
musical structure and that wise philosophers would be able to hear this
harmony of the spheres. Kennedy shows that Plato gave his dialogues a
similar, hidden musical structure. He divided each dialogue into twelve
parts and inserted symbols at each twelfth to mark a musical note. These
passages are relatively harmonious or dissonant, and so traverse the ups
and downs of a known musical scale. Many of Plato's ancient followers
insisted that Plato used symbols to conceal his own views within the
dialogues, but modern scholars have denied this. Kennedy, an expert in
Pythagorean mathematics and music theory, now shows that Plato's
dialogues do contain a system of symbols. Scholars in the humanities,
without knowledge of obsolete Greek mathematics, would not have been
able to detect these musical patterns. This book begins with a concise
and accessible introduction to Plato's symbolic schemes and the role of
allegory in ancient times. The following chapters then annotate the
musical symbols in two of Plato's most popular dialogues, the Symposium
and Euthyphro, and show that Plato used the musical scale as an outline
for structuring his narratives.
The Whole Booke of Psalmes - Thomas Sternhold 1622

In Gilded Age New York, a centuries-long clash between two magical
families ignites when a young witch must choose between love and
loyalty, power and ambition, in this magical novel by Louisa Morgan. In
1692, Bridget Bishop was hanged as a witch. Two hundred years later,
her legacy lives on in the scions of two very different lines: one dedicated
to using their powers to heal and help women in need; the other,
determined to grasp power for themselves by whatever means necessary.
This clash will play out in the fate of Annis, a young woman in Gilded Age
New York who finds herself a pawn in the family struggle for supremacy.
She'll need to claim her own power to save herself-and resist succumbing
to the darkness that threatens to overcome them all. Praise for The Age
of Witches: "Morgan's beautifully conjured tale of three women, social
mores, and the sanctity of self-determination is thoroughly enthralling."
—Booklist (starred review) "Morgan’s incantatory prose and
independent-minded women will delight fans of Alice Hoffman and Sarah
Addison Allen with this tale of female self-realization and magical
realism. A highly enjoyable read." —Historical Novel Society "An Austenesque romance, a heart-racing mystery full of dangerous twists and an
anxiety-inducing yet enthralling family feud....It all makes for a perfect
brew." —Bookpage For more from Louisa Morgan, check out: A Secret
History of WitchesThe Witch's Kind
Absolute Music - Mark Evan Bonds 2014
What we think music is shapes how we hear it. This book traces the
history of the idea of pure - 'absolute' - music from Pythagoras to the
present, with special emphasis on efforts to reconcile the irreducible
essence of the art with its profound effects on the human spirit. The core
of this study focuses on the period 1850-1935, beginning with the
collision between Richard Wagner and the Viennese critic Eduard
Hanslick.
Mathematical Theologies - David Albertson 2014
The writings of theologians Thierry of Chartres (d. 1157) and Nicholas of
Cusa (d. 1464) represent a lost history of momentous encounters
between Christianity and Pythagorean ideas before the Renaissance.
Their robust Christian Neopythagoreanism reconceived the Trinity and
the Incarnation within the framework of Greek number theory,
challenging our contemporary assumptions about the relation of religion
and modern science. David Albertson surveys the slow formation of
theologies of the divine One from the Old Academy through ancient
Neoplatonism into the Middle Ages. Against this backdrop, Thierry of
Chartres's writings stand out as the first authentic retrieval of
Neopythagoreanism within western Christianity. By reading Boethius
and Augustine against the grain, Thierry reactivated a suppressed
potential in ancient Christian traditions that harmonized the divine Word
with notions of divine Number. Despite achieving fame during his
lifetime, Thierry's ideas remained well outside the medieval mainstream.
Three centuries later Nicholas of Cusa rediscovered anonymous
fragments of Thierry and his medieval readers, and drew on them
liberally in his early works. Yet tensions among this collection of sources
forced Cusanus to reconcile their competing understandings of Word and
Number. Over several decades Nicholas eventually learned how to
articulate traditional Christian doctrines within a fully mathematized
cosmology-anticipating the situation of modern Christian thought after
the seventeenth century. Mathematical Theologies skillfully guides
readers through the newest scholarship on Pythagoreanism, the school of
Chartres, and Cusanus, while revising some of the categories that have
separated those fields in the past.
Pythagoras and the Early Pythagoreans - Leonid Zhmud 2012-05-31
Pythagoras (c. 570 - c. 495 BC), arguably the most influential thinker
among the Presocratics, emerges in ancient tradition as a wise teacher,
an outstanding mathematician, an influential politician, and as a religious

Music Of The Earth - Ron L. Morton 1996-03-21
Uses a musical metaphor to describe the geologic forces behind the
planet's perpetually changing face
Mathematics - Douglas M. Campbell 1984
Based upon the principle that graph design should be a science, this
book presents the principles of graph construction. The orientation of the
material is toward graphs in technical writings, such as journal articles
and technical reports. But much of the material is relevant for graphs
shown in talks and for graphs in nontechnical publications. -- from back
cover.
The Music of the Spheres - Jamie James 1995-06
"(James) relishes the sheer quirkiness of intellectual history, rescuing
some of the battier beliefs of scientists and composers from the
revisionism of textbook biographies and producing a graceful and
entertaining account of matters seldom presented to the general
reader."-THE NEW YORKER "A provocative, engaging reassessment of
the Western musical tradition and its relation to science." -PUBLISHERS
WEEKLY
The Age of Witches - Louisa Morgan 2020-04-07
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and ethical reformer. He claimed to possess supernatural powers and
was the kind of personality who attracted legends. In contrast to his
controversial and elusive nature, the early Pythagoreans, such as the
doctors Democedes and Alcmaeon, the Olympic victors Milon and Iccus,
the botanist Menestor, the natural philosopher Hippon, and the
mathematicians Hippasus and Theodorus, all appear in our sources as
'rational' as they can possibly be. It was this 'normality' that ensured the
continued existence of Pythagoreanism as a philosophical and scientific
school till c. 350 BC. This volume offers a comprehensive study of
Pythagoras and the early Pythagoreans through an analysis of the many
representations of the Teacher and his followers, allowing the
representations to complement and critique each other. Relying
predominantly on sources dating back to before 300 BC, Zhmud portrays
a more historical picture of Pythagoras, of the society founded by him,
and of its religion than is known from the late antique biographies. In
chapters devoted to mathematical and natural sciences cultivated by the
Pythagoreans and to their philosophies, a critical distinction is made
between the theories of individual figures and a generalized 'allPythagorean teaching', which is known from Aristotle.
Noise, Water, Meat - Douglas Kahn 2001-08-24
An examination of the role of sound in twentieth-century arts. This
interdisciplinary history and theory of sound in the arts reads the
twentieth century by listening to it—to the emphatic and exceptional
sounds of modernism and those on the cusp of postmodernism, recorded
sound, noise, silence, the fluid sounds of immersion and dripping, and
the meat voices of viruses, screams, and bestial cries. Focusing on
Europe in the first half of the century and the United States in the
postwar years, Douglas Kahn explores aural activities in literature,
music, visual arts, theater, and film. Placing aurality at the center of the
history of the arts, he revisits key artistic questions, listening to the
sounds that drown out the politics and poetics that generated them.
Artists discussed include Antonin Artaud, George Brecht, William
Burroughs, John Cage, Sergei Eisenstein, Fluxus, Allan Kaprow, Michael
McClure, Yoko Ono, Jackson Pollock, Luigi Russolo, and Dziga Vertov.
The Internal Constitution of the Stars - Sir Arthur Stanley Eddington
1926

between music and physics-a list including Pythagoras, Kepler, Newton,
Einstein, and Rakim-The Jazz of Physics reveals that the ancient poetic
idea of the Music of the Spheres," taken seriously, clarifies confounding
issues in physics. The Jazz of Physics will fascinate and inspire anyone
interested in the mysteries of our universe, music, and life itself.
Architectural Principles in the Age of Humanism - Rudolf Wittkower
1971
Sir Kenneth Clark wrote in the Architectural Review, that the first result
of this book was “to dispose, once and for all, of the hedonist, or purely
aesthetic, theory of Renaissance architecture,' and this defines
Wittkower's intention in a nutshell.
Harmonies of the World - Johannes Kepler 2020-10-26
Johannes Kepler published Harmonies of the World in 1619. This was the
summation of his theories about celestial correspondences, and ties
together the ratios of the planetary orbits, musical theory, and the
Platonic solids. Kepler's speculations are long discredited. However, this
work stands as a bridge between the Hermetic philosophy of the
Renaissance, which sought systems of symbolic correspondences in the
fabric of nature, and modern science. And today, we finally have heard
the music of the spheres: data from outer system probes have been
translated into acoustic form, and we can listen to strange clicks and
moans from Jupiter's magnetosphere.
Miss MacIntosh, My Darling - Marguerite Young 1979
This novel is one of the most ambitious and remarkable literary
achievements of our time. It is a picaresque, psychological novel--a novel
of the road, a journey or voyage of the human spirit in its search for
reality in a world of illusion and nightmare. It is an epic of what might be
called the Arabian Nights of American life. Marguerite Young's method is
poetic, imagistic, incantatory; in prose of extraordinary richness she tests
the nature of her characters--and the nature of reality. Miss MacIntosh,
My Darling is written with oceanic music moving at many levels of
consciousness and perception; but the toughly fibred realistic fabric is
always there, in the happenings of the narrative, the humor, the precise
details, the definitions of the characters. Miss MacIntosh herself, who
hails from What Cheer, Iowa, and seems downright and normal, with an
incorruptible sense of humor and the desire to put an end to phantoms;
Catherine Cartwheel, the opium lady, a recluse who is shut away in a
great New England seaside house and entertains imaginary guests; Mr.
Spitzer, the lawyer, musical composer and mystical space traveler, a
gentle man, wholly unsure of himself and of reality; his twin brother
Peron, the gay and raffish gambler and virtuoso in the world of sports;
Cousin Hannah, the horsewoman, balloonist, mountain-climber and
militant Boston feminist, known as Al Hamad through all the seraglios of
the East; Titus Bonebreaker of Chicago, wild man of God dreaming of a
heavenly crown; the very efficient Christian hangman, Mr. Weed of the
Wabash River Valley; a featherweight champion who meets his equal in a
graveyard--these are a few who live with phantasmagorical vividness in
the pages of Miss MacIntosh, My Darling. The novel touches on many
aspects of life--drug addiction, woman's suffrage, murder, suicide,
pregnancy both real and imaginary, schizophrenia, many strange loves,
the psychology of gambling, perfectionism; but the profusion of this huge
book serves always to intensify the force of the central question: "What
shall we do when, fleeing from illusion, we are confronted by illusion?"
What is real, what is dream? Is the calendar of the human heart the same
as that kept by the earth? Is it possible that one may live a secondary life
of which one does not know? In every aspect, Miss MacIntosh, My
Darling stands by itself--in the lyric beauty of its prose, its imaginative
vitality and cumulative emotional power. It is the work of a writer of
genius.
Lore and Science in Ancient Pythagoreanism - Professor Emeritus of
Classics Walter Burkert 1972
For this first English edition of his distinguished study of
Pythagoreanism, Weisheit und Wissenschajt: Studien zu Pythagoras,
Philolaos, und Platon, Walter Burkert has carefully revised text and
notes, taking account of additional literature on the subject which
appeared between 1962 and 1969. By a thorough critical sifting of all the
available evidence, the author lays a new foundation for the
understanding of ancient Pythagoreanism and in particular of the
relationship within it of "lore" and "science." He shows that in the
twilight zone when the Greeks were discovering the rational
interpretation of the world and quantitative natural science, Pythagoras
represented not the origin of the new, but the survival or revival of
ancient, pre-scientific lore or wisdom, based on superhuman authority
and expressed in ritual obligation.
Shakespeare And Music - David Lindley 2014-05-29

Music - Ted Gioia 2019-10-15
A preeminent music historian and critic presents a global history of
music from the bottom up Histories of music overwhelmingly suppress
stories of the outsiders and rebels who created musical revolutions and
instead celebrate the mainstream assimilators who borrowed
innovations, diluted their impact, and disguised their sources. In Music:
A Subversive History, historian Ted Gioia reclaims the story of music for
the riffraff, insurgents, and provocateurs. Gioia tells a four-thousand-year
history of music as a global source of power, change, and upheaval. He
shows how social outcasts have repeatedly become trailblazers of
musical expression: slaves and their descendants, for instance, have
repeatedly reinvented music, from ancient times all the way to the jazz,
reggae, and hip-hop sounds of the current day. Music: A Subversive
History is essential reading for anyone interested in the meaning of
music, from Sappho to the Sex Pistols to Spotify.
The Role of Astronomy in Society and Culture (IAU S260) - David VallsGabaud 2011-07-21
Astronomy has made enormous progress over the past decades and
engages public and media interest as never before. IAU Symposium 260,
held at the start of the IAU-UNESCO International Year of Astronomy
2009, addresses questions relevant to the role of astronomy in the
modern world and its links to culture and society. The current volume
brings together a wide range of experts and practitioners to share plans
and experiences and to discuss ways in which astronomy might
contribute to education, development, culture and the arts. Topics
covered include: the historical framework; the social impact of
astronomy; astronomy, the media and society; astronomy and the arts;
public understanding of astronomy; the activities of amateur
astronomers; and astronomy in the information age. This book is of value
to practising scientists with an interest in the wider cultural aspects of
their research, scientific policy makers and the general public.
The Jazz of Physics - Stephon Alexander 2016-04-26
More than fifty years ago, John Coltrane drew the twelve musical notes
in a circle and connected them by straight lines, forming a five-pointed
star. Inspired by Einstein, Coltrane put physics and geometry at the core
of his music. Physicist and jazz musician Stephon Alexander follows suit,
using jazz to answer physics' most vexing questions about the past and
future of the universe. Following the great minds that first drew the links
pythagoras-the-music-of-the-spheres-and-the-wolf-interval
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This unique and comprehensive study examines how music affects
Shakespeare's plays and addresses the ways in which contemporary
audiences responded to it. David Lindley sets the musical scene of Early
Modern England, establishing the kinds of music heard in the streets, the
alehouses, private residences and the theatres of the period and
outlining the period's theoretical understanding of music. Focusing
throughout on the plays as theatrical performances, this work analyzes
the ways Shakespeare explores and exploits the conflicting perceptions
of music at the time and its dramatic and thematic potential.
Music by the Numbers - Eli Maor 2020-03-10
How music has influenced mathematics, physics, and astronomy from
ancient Greece to the twentieth century.
Tony Conrad: Writings - Tony Conrad 2019-11-26
"Writings is the first collection to widely survey this singular polymath’s
prolific activity as a writer. Edited by artists Constance DeJong and
Andrew Lampert, the book spans the years 1961 – 2012 and includes
fifty-seven pieces: essays originally published in small press magazines,
exhibition catalogs, anthologies, and album liner notes, along with other
previously unpublished texts. Conrad writes about his own work, with
substantial contributions on The Flicker, Loose Connection, Four Violins,
Articulation of Boolean Algebra for Film Opticals, Early Minimalism,
Yellow Movies, Slapping Pythagoras, and Music and the Mind of the
World, as well as that of his peers: Tony Oursler, Jack Smith, Rhys
Chatham, and Henry Flynt, among others. He devotes critical essays
both to grand subjects—horology, neurolinguistics, and the historical
development of Western music—and more quotidian topics, such as
television advertising and camouflage. He also writes on media activism,
network communications, censorship, and the political and cultural
implications of corporate and global media. No matter the topic or
theme, Conrad always approaches his subjects with erudition, precision,
and a healthy twist of humor. -- Tony Conrad (1940–2016) was a
multidisciplinary artist known for his groundbreaking art, music, films,
and videos, although his work doesn’t fit comfortably within any of these
disciplines. He eschewed categorization and actively sought to challenge
the constraints of media forms, their modes of production, and the
relationships of power embedded within them"--Publisher's website.
A General Theory of Love - Thomas Lewis 2007-12-18
This original and lucid account of the complexities of love and its
essential role in human well-being draws on the latest scientific
research. Three eminent psychiatrists tackle the difficult task of
reconciling what artists and thinkers have known for thousands of years
about the human heart with what has only recently been learned about
the primitive functions of the human brain. A General Theory of Love
demonstrates that our nervous systems are not self-contained: from
earliest childhood, our brains actually link with those of the people close
to us, in a silent rhythm that alters the very structure of our brains,
establishes life-long emotional patterns, and makes us, in large part, who
we are. Explaining how relationships function, how parents shape their
child’s developing self, how psychotherapy really works, and how our
society dangerously flouts essential emotional laws, this is a work of rare
passion and eloquence that will forever change the way you think about
human intimacy.
Horoscopes for the Dead - Billy Collins 2012-03-20
WINNER—BEST POETRY—GOODREADS CHOICE AWARDS NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NEWSWEEK/THE DAILY
BEAST NATIONAL BESTSELLER Billy Collins is widely acknowledged as
a prominent player at the table of modern American poetry. And in this
smart, lyrical, and mischievous collection of poetry, which covers the
everlasting themes of love and loss, youth and aging, solitude and union,
Collins’s verbal gifts are on full display.
Signature of the Celestial Spheres - Hartmut Warm 2010-05-13
Is the solar system ordered? Or is it simply the result of random and
chaotic accidents? This book takes the reader on a compelling and
powerful journey of discovery, revealing the celestial spheres in their
astonishingly complex patterns. Movements of the planets are found to
correspond accurately with simple geometric figures and musical
intervals, pointing to an exciting new perspective on the ancient idea of
the "harmony of the spheres." Hartmut Warm's detailed presentation
incorporates the distances, velocities, and periods of conjunction of the
planets, as well as the rotations of the Sun, Moon, and Venus. Numerous
graphics--including color plates--illustrate the extraordinary beauty of
geometrical forms that result when the movements of several planets are
viewed in relation to one another. Moreover, the author describes and
analyzes concepts of the "music of the spheres," with special emphasis
on Kepler's revolutionary ideas. The book also discusses current
pythagoras-the-music-of-the-spheres-and-the-wolf-interval

scientific beliefs about the origin of the universe and the solar system,
enabling the reader to understand fully how this remarkable research
supplements contemporary materialistic views of the cosmos. The
appendix includes his mathematical and astronomical methods of
calculation, as well as a detailed discussion of their accuracy and validity
based on modern astronomical algorithms. Includes 16 colour plates.
The Music of Pythagoras - Kitty Ferguson 2011-01-10
The enthralling story of Pythagoras and the Pythagoreans, whose
insights transformed the ancient world and still inspire the realms of
science, mathematics, philosophy, and the arts. "Pythagoras's influence
on the ideas, and therefore on the destiny, of the human race was
probably greater than that of any single man before or after him," wrote
Arthur Koestler. Though most people know of him only for the famous
Pythagorean Theorem (a2 +b2=c2), in fact the pillars of our scientific
tradition-belief that the universe is rational, that there is unity to all
things, and that numbers and mathematics are a powerful guide to truth
about nature and the cosmos-hark back to the convictions of this
legendary sixth-century B.C. scholar. Born around 570 B.C. on the
cultured Aegean island of Samos, Pythagoras (according to ancient tales)
studied with the sage Thales nearby at Miletus, and with priests and
scribes in Egypt and Babylon. Eventually he founded his own school at
Croton in southern Italy, where he and his followers began to unravel the
surprising deep truths concealed behind such ordinary tasks as tuning a
lyre. While considering why some string lengths produced beautiful
sounds and others discordant ones, they uncovered the ratios of musical
harmony, and recognized that hidden behind the confusion and
complexity of nature are patterns and orderly relationships. They had
surprised the Creator at his drafting board and had glimpsed the mind of
God! Some of them later would also find something darker in numbers
and nature: irrationality, a revelation so unsettling and subversive that it
may have contributed to the destruction of their brotherhood.
The Occult Arts of Music - David Huckvale 2013-09-21
Occult traditions have inspired musical ingenuity for centuries. From the
Pythagorean concept of a music of the spheres to the occult subculture of
20th-century pop and rock, music has often attempted to express
mystical states of mind, cosmic harmony, the demonic and the
divine—nowhere more so, perhaps, than in the music for films such as
The Mephisto Waltz, The Devil Rides Out, Star Trek, Close Encounters of
the Third Kind, The Omen and The Exorcist. This survey explores how
such film music works and uncovers its origins in Pythagorean and
Platonic ideas about the divine order of the universe and its essentially
numerical/musical nature. Chapters trace the influence of esoteric
Freemasonry on Mozart and Beethoven, the birth of “demonic” music in
the 19th century with composers such as Weber, Berlioz and Liszt,
Wagner’s racial mysticism, Schoenberg’s numerical superstition, the
impact of synesthesia on art music and film, the effect of theosophical
ideas on composers such as Scriabin and Holst, supernatural opera and
ballet, fairy music and, finally, popular music in the 1960s and ’70s.
Music and the Making of Modern Science - Peter Pesic 2022-09-13
A wide-ranging exploration of how music has influenced science through
the ages, from fifteenth-century cosmology to twentieth-century string
theory. In the natural science of ancient Greece, music formed the
meeting place between numbers and perception; for the next two
millennia, Pesic tells us in Music and the Making of Modern Science,
“liberal education” connected music with arithmetic, geometry, and
astronomy within a fourfold study, the quadrivium. Peter Pesic argues
provocatively that music has had a formative effect on the development
of modern science—that music has been not just a charming
accompaniment to thought but a conceptual force in its own right. Pesic
explores a series of episodes in which music influenced science, moments
in which prior developments in music arguably affected subsequent
aspects of natural science. He describes encounters between harmony
and fifteenth-century cosmological controversies, between musical
initiatives and irrational numbers, between vibrating bodies and the
emergent electromagnetism. He offers lively accounts of how Newton
applied the musical scale to define the colors in the spectrum; how Euler
and others applied musical ideas to develop the wave theory of light; and
how a harmonium prepared Max Planck to find a quantum theory that
reengaged the mathematics of vibration. Taken together, these cases
document the peculiar power of music—its autonomous force as a stream
of experience, capable of stimulating insights different from those
mediated by the verbal and the visual. An innovative e-book edition
available for iOS devices will allow sound examples to be played by a
touch and shows the score in a moving line.
Roman Reflections - Gareth D. Williams 2016
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Collection of 13 essays delivered at a conference held at Columbia
University in March 2012.
Good Vibrations - Barry Parker 2009-12-15
Peppered throughout with anecdotes and examples illustrating key
concepts, this invitingly written book provides a firm grounding in the
actual and theoretical physics of music.
Pythagoras' Legacy - Marcel Danesi 2020-02-03
As the famous Pythagorean statement reads, 'Number rules the
universe', and its veracity is proven in the many mathematical
discoveries that have accelerated the development of science,
engineering, and even philosophy. A so called ", mathematics has guided
and stimulated many aspects of human innovation down through the
centuries. In this book, Marcel Danesi presents a historical overview of
the ten greatest achievements in mathematics, and dynamically explores
their importance and effects on our daily lives. Considered as a chain of
events rather than isolated incidents, Danesi takes us from the
beginnings of modern day mathematics with Pythagoras, through the
concept of zero, right the way up to modern computational algorithms.
Loaded with thought-provoking practical exercises and puzzles,
Pythagoras' Legacy allows the reader to apply their knowledge and
discover the significance of mathematics in their everyday lives.
Elegance in Science - Ian Glynn 2013-02-14
The idea of elegance in science is not necessarily a familiar one, but it is
an important one. The use of the term is perhaps most clear-cut in
mathematics - the elegant proof - and this is where Ian Glynn begins his
exploration. Scientists often share a sense of admiration and excitement
on hearing of an elegant solution to a problem, an elegant theory, or an
elegant experiment. The idea of elegance may seem strange in a field of
endeavour that prides itself in its objectivity, but only if science is
regarded as a dull, dry activity of counting and measuring. It is, of
course, far more than that, and elegance is a fundamental aspect of the
beauty and imagination involved in scientific activity. Ian Glynn, a
distinguished scientist, selects historical examples from a range of
sciences to draw out the principles of science, including Kepler's Laws,
the experiments that demonstrated the nature of heat, and the action of
nerves, and of course the several extraordinary episodes that led to
Watson and Crick's discovery of the structure of DNA. With a highly
readable selection of inspiring episodes highlighting the role of beauty
and simplicity in the sciences, the book also relates to important
philosophical issues of inference, and Glynn ends by warning us not to
rely on beauty and simplicity alone - even the most elegant explanation
can be wrong.
The Harmony of the Spheres - Joscelyn Godwin 1992-11-01
Professor of Music at Colgate University and a widely respected
musicologist, Godwin traces the history of the idea, held since ancient
times, that the whole cosmos, with its circling planets and stars, is in
some way a musical or harmonious entity. The author shows how this
concept has continued to inspire philosophers, astronomers, and mystics
from antiquity to the present day.
Music of the Spheres and the Dance of Death - Kathi Meyer-Baer
2015-03-08
The roots and evolution of two concepts usually thought to be Western in
origin-musica mundana (the music of the spheres) and musica humana
(music's relation to the human soul)-are explored. Beginning with a study
of the early creeds of the Near East, Professor Meyer-Baer then traces
their development in the works of Plato and the Gnostics, and in the art
and literature of the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Previous studies
of symbolism in music have tended to focus on a single aspect of the
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problem. In this book the concepts of musica humana and musica
mundane are related to philosophy, aesthetics, and the history of religion
and are given a rightful place in the history of civilization. Originally
published in 1970. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-ondemand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books
from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by
Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Pythagoras' Trousers - Margaret Wertheim 1997
A spirited look at the relationship between physics and religion--and the
implications for both sexes.
History of the Planetary Systems from Thales to Kepler - John Louis
Emil Dreyer 1906
The Manual of Harmonics of Nicomachus the Pythagorean - Nicomachus
(of Gerasa.) 1994-01-01
In ancient Greek thought, the musical scale discovered by the
philosopher Pythagoras was seen as a utopian model of the harmonic
order behind the structure of the cosmos and human existence. Through
proportion and harmony, the musical scale bridges the gap between two
extremes. It encapsulates the most fundamental pattern of harmonic
symmetry and demonstrates how the phenomena of nature are
inseparably related to one another through the principle of reciprocity.
Because of these relationships embodied in its structure, the musical
scale was seen as an ideal metaphor of human society by Plato and other
Pythagorean thinkers, for it is based on the cosmic principles of
harmony, reciprocity, and proportion, whereby each part of the whole
receives its just and proper share. This book is the first ever complete
translation of The Manual of Harmonics by the Pythagorean philosopher
Nicomachus of Gerasa (second century A.D.) published with a
comprehensive, chapter-by-chapter commentary. It is a concise and wellorganized introduction to the study of harmonics, the universal principles
of relation embodied in the musical scale. Also included is a remarkable
chapter-by-chapter commentary by the translator, Flora Levin, which
makes this work easily accessible to the reader today. Dr. Levin explains
the principles of Pythagorean harmony, provides extensive background
information, and helps to situate Nicomachus' thought in the history of
ideas. This important work constitutes a valuable resource for all
students of ancient philosophy, Western cosmology, and the history of
music.
Music, Mysticism and Magic - Joscelyn Godwin 1987
The Harmony of the World - Johannes Kepler 1997
The authors have presented and interpreted Johannes Kepler's Latin text
to English readers by putting it into the kind of clear but earnest
language they suppose Kepler would have used if he had been writing
today.
Sound Unseen - Brian Kane 2014
'Sound Unseen' explores acousmatic sound - a sound that one hears
without seeing its cause. Pierre Schaeffer, the inventor of musique concr
ete, in his Trait e des objets musicaux, first popularized the term
'acousmatic'. After an introduction, the first chapter provides a thorough
exegesis of Schaeffer's theory of acousmatics. It also presents three
objections to Schaeffer's theories (myth, phantasmagoria, and ontology)
around which the book is structured.
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