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partnerships with companies like Hershey and Monsanto. These men, and the company they helped build,
were seen as responsible citizens, bringing jobs and development to every corner of the globe. But as
Elmore shows, Coke was usually getting the sweet end of the deal. It continues to do so. Alongside Coke’s
recent public investments in water purification infrastructure, especially in Africa, it has also built—less
publicly—a rash of bottling plants in dangerously arid regions. Looking past its message of corporate
citizenship, Elmore finds a strategy of relentless growth. The costs shed by Coke have fallen on the public
at large. Its annual use of many billions of gallons of water has strained an increasingly scarce global
resource. Its copious servings of high-fructose corn syrup have threatened public health. Citizen Coke
became a giant in a world of abundance. In a world of scarcity it is a strain on resources and all who
depend on them.
The Miracle Life of Edgar Mint: A Novel - Brady Udall 2010-06-28
"An ingenious tale [that] takes its heart from Dickens and its soul from America’s great outlaw West." —Elle
Half Apache and mostly orphaned, Edgar Presley Mint’s trials begin on an Arizona reservation at the age of
seven, when the mailman’s jeep accidentally runs over his head. As he is shunted from the hospital to a
school for delinquents to a Mormon foster family, comedy, pain, and trouble accompany Edgar through a
string of larger-than-life experiences. Through it all, readers will root for this irresistible innocent who
never truly loses heart and whose quest for the mailman leads him to an unexpected home.
America's Bitter Pill - Steven Brill 2015-01-05
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK • “A tour de force . . . a
comprehensive and suitably furious guide to the political landscape of American healthcare . . . persuasive,
shocking.”—The New York Times America’s Bitter Pill is Steven Brill’s acclaimed book on how the
Affordable Care Act, or Obamacare, was written, how it is being implemented, and, most important, how it
is changing—and failing to change—the rampant abuses in the healthcare industry. It’s a fly-on-the-wall
account of the titanic fight to pass a 961-page law aimed at fixing America’s largest, most dysfunctional
industry. It’s a penetrating chronicle of how the profiteering that Brill first identified in his trailblazing
Time magazine cover story continues, despite Obamacare. And it is the first complete, inside account of
how President Obama persevered to push through the law, but then failed to deal with the staff
incompetence and turf wars that crippled its implementation. But by chance America’s Bitter Pill ends up
being much more—because as Brill was completing this book, he had to undergo urgent open-heart
surgery. Thus, this also becomes the story of how one patient who thinks he knows everything about
healthcare “policy” rethinks it from a hospital gurney—and combines that insight with his brilliant
reporting. The result: a surprising new vision of how we can fix American healthcare so that it stops
draining the bank accounts of our families and our businesses, and the federal treasury. Praise for
America’s Bitter Pill “An energetic, picaresque, narrative explanation of much of what has happened in the
last seven years of health policy . . . [Brill] has pulled off something extraordinary.”—The New York Times
Book Review “A thunderous indictment of what Brill refers to as the ‘toxicity of our profiteer-dominated
healthcare system.’ ”—Los Angeles Times “A sweeping and spirited new book [that] chronicles the
surprisingly juicy tale of reform.”—The Daily Beast “One of the most important books of our time.”—Walter
Isaacson “Superb . . . Brill has achieved the seemingly impossible—written an exciting book about the

A Blind Man Can See How Much I Love You - Amy Bloom 2009-07-08
Amy Bloom was nominated for a National Book Award for her first collection, Come to Me, and her fiction
has appeared in The New Yorker, Story, Antaeus, and other magazines, and in The Best American Short
Stories and Prize Stories: The O. Henry Awards. In her new collection, she enhances her reputation as a
true artist of the form. Here are characters confronted with tragedy, perplexed by emotions, and
challenged to endure whatever modern life may have in store. A loving mother accompanies her daughter
in her journey to become a man, and discovers a new, hopeful love. A stepmother and stepson meet again
after fifteen years and a devastating mistake, and rediscover their familial affection for each other. And in
"The Story," a widow bent on seducing another woman's husband constructs and deconstructs her story
until she has "made the best and happiest ending" possible "in this world."
Hmong and American - Vincent K. Her 2012
Ghosts - César Aira 2008
"Ghosts revolves around an immigrant worker's family squatting on the haunted construction site of a
luxury condominium building. All of the workmen and their wives and children see the ghosts, who literally
hang around the place, but one teenage girl becomes the most curious. Her questions about the ghosts get
so intense that her mother in a chilling splitsecond realizes her daughter's life hangs in the balance
Hedy's Folly - Richard Rhodes 2012-08-07
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Richard Rhodes delivers a remarkable story of science history: how a
ravishing film star and an avant-garde composer invented spread-spectrum radio, the technology that made
wireless phones, GPS systems, and many other devices possible. Beginning at a Hollywood dinner table,
Hedy's Folly tells a wild story of innovation that culminates in U.S. patent number 2,292,387 for a "secret
communication system." Along the way Rhodes weaves together Hollywood’s golden era, the history of
Vienna, 1920s Paris, weapons design, music, a tutorial on patent law and a brief treatise on transmission
technology. Narrated with the rigor and charisma we've come to expect of Rhodes, it is a remarkable
narrative adventure about spread-spectrum radio's genesis and unlikely amateur inventors collaborating to
change the world.
Citizen Coke: The Making of Coca-Cola Capitalism - Bartow J. Elmore 2014-11-03
"Citizen Coke demostrate[s] a complete lack of understanding about . . . the Coca-Cola system—past and
present." —Ted Ryan, the Coca-Cola Company How did Coca-Cola build a global empire by selling a lowprice concoction of mostly sugar, water, and caffeine? The easy answer is advertising, but the real formula
to Coke’s success was its strategy, from the start, to offload costs and risks onto suppliers, franchisees, and
the government. For most of its history the company owned no bottling plants, water sources, cane- or
cornfields. A lean operation, it benefited from public goods like cheap municipal water and curbside
recycling programs. Its huge appetite for ingredients gave it outsized influence on suppliers and
congressional committees. This was Coca-Cola capitalism. In this new history Bartow J. Elmore explores
Coke through its ingredients, showing how the company secured massive quantities of coca leaf, caffeine,
sugar, and other inputs. Its growth was driven by shrewd leaders such as Asa Candler, who scaled an
Atlanta soda-fountain operation into a national empire, and “boss” Robert Woodruff, who nurtured
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American health system.”—The New York Review of Books
All the Light We Cannot See - Anthony Doerr 2017-04-04
A cloth bag containing 20 paperback copies of the title that may also include a folder with sign out sheets.
The Encyclopedia of Trouble and Spaciousness - Rebecca Solnit 2014-10-28
The incomparable Rebecca Solnit, author of more than a dozen acclaimed, prizewinning books of
nonfiction, brings the same dazzling writing to the essays in Encyclopedia of Trouble and Spaciousness. As
the title suggests, the territory of Solnit’s concerns is vast, and in her signature alchemical style she
combines commentary on history, justice, war and peace, and explorations of place, art, and community, all
while writing with the lyricism of a poet to achieve incandescence and wisdom. Gathered here are
celebrated iconic essays along with little-known pieces that create a powerful survey of the world we live
in, from the jungles of the Zapatistas in Mexico to the splendors of the Arctic. This rich collection tours
places as diverse as Haiti and Iceland; movements like Occupy Wall Street and the Arab Spring; an original
take on the question of who did Henry David Thoreau’s laundry; and a searching look at what the hatred of
country music really means. Solnit moves nimbly from Orwell to Elvis, to contemporary urban gardening to
1970s California macramé and punk rock, and on to searing questions about the environment, freedom,
family, class, work, and friendship. It’s no wonder she’s been compared in Bookforum to Susan Sontag and
Annie Dillard and in the San Francisco Chronicle to Joan Didion. The Encyclopedia of Trouble and
Spaciousness proves Rebecca Solnit worthy of the accolades and honors she’s received. Rarely can a reader
find such penetrating critiques of our time and its failures leavened with such generous heapings of hope.
Solnit looks back to history and the progress of political movements to find an antidote to despair in what
many feel as lost causes. In its encyclopedic reach and its generous compassion, Solnit’s collection charts a
way through the thickets of our complex social and political worlds. Her essays are a beacon for readers
looking for alternative ideas in these imperiled times.
Memory Wall - Anthony Doerr 2010-07-13
In the wise and beautiful second collection from the acclaimed, Pulitzer Prize-winning #1 New York Times
bestselling author of All the Light We Cannot See, and Cloud Cuckoo Land, "Doerr writes about the big
questions, the imponderables, the major metaphysical dreads, and he does it fearlessly" (The New York
Times Book Review). Set on four continents, Anthony Doerr's new stories are about memory, the source of
meaning and coherence in our lives, the fragile thread that connects us to ourselves and to others. Every
hour, says Doerr, all over the globe, an infinite number of memories disappear. Yet at the same time
children, surveying territory that is entirely new to them, push back the darkness, form fresh memories,
and remake the world. In the luminous and beautiful title story, a young boy in South Africa comes to
possess an old woman's secret, a piece of the past with the power to redeem a life. In "The River Nemunas,"
a teenage orphan moves from Kansas to Lithuania to live with her grandfather, and discovers a world in
which myth becomes real. "Village 113," winner of an O'Henry Prize, is about the building of the Three
Gorges Dam and the seed keeper who guards the history of a village soon to be submerged. And in
"Afterworld," the radiant, cathartic final story, a woman who escaped the Holocaust is haunted by visions of
her childhood friends in Germany, yet finds solace in the tender ministrations of her grandson. Every story
in Memory Wall is a reminder of the grandeur of life--of the mysterious beauty of seeds, of fossils, of
sturgeon, of clouds, of radios, of leaves, of the breathtaking fortune of living in this universe. Doerr's
language, his witness, his imagination, and his humanity are unparalleled in fiction today.
The Shell Collector - Anthony Doerr 2011-01-04
Explores the variety of the human condition in a collection of short stories about love, relationships, grief,
and hardship.
Tales of Two Americas - John Freeman 2017-09-05
Thirty-six major contemporary writers examine life in a deeply divided America—including Anthony Doerr,
Ann Patchett, Roxane Gay, Rebecca Solnit, Hector Tobar, Joyce Carol Oates, Edwidge Danticat, Richard
Russo, Eula Bliss, Karen Russell, and many more America is broken. You don’t need a fistful of statistics to
know this. Visit any city, and evidence of our shattered social compact will present itself. From Appalachia
to the Rust Belt and down to rural Texas, the gap between the wealthiest and the poorest stretches to
unimaginable chasms. Whether the cause of this inequality is systemic injustice, the entrenchment of
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racism in our culture, the long war on drugs, or immigration policies, it endangers not only the American
Dream but our very lives. In Tales of Two Americas, some of the literary world’s most exciting writers look
beyond numbers and wages to convey what it feels like to live in this divided nation. Their extraordinarily
powerful stories, essays, and poems demonstrate how boundaries break down when experiences are
shared, and that in sharing our stories we can help to alleviate a suffering that touches so many people.
Biophilia - Edward O. WILSON 2009-06-30
The Bookstore - Deborah Meyler 2013-08-20
A witty, sharply observed debut novel about a young woman who finds unexpected salvation while working
in a quirky used bookstore in Manhattan. Brilliant, idealistic Esme Garland moves to Manhattan armed with
a prestigious scholarship at Columbia University. When Mitchell van Leuven—a New Yorker with the bluest
of blue New York blood—captures her heart with his stunning good looks and a penchant for all things
erotic, life seems truly glorious...until a thin blue line signals a wrinkle in Esme’s tidy plan. Before she has a
chance to tell Mitchell about her pregnancy, he suddenly declares their sex life is as exciting as a cup of
tea, and ends it all. Determined to master everything from Degas to diapers, Esme starts work at a small
West Side bookstore, finding solace in George, the laconic owner addicted to spirulina, and Luke, the
taciturn, guitar-playing night manager. The oddball customers are a welcome relief from Columbia’s highpressure halls, but the store is struggling to survive in this city where nothing seems to last. When Mitchell
recants his criticism, his passion and promises are hard to resist. But if Esme gives him a second chance,
will she, like her beloved bookstore, lose more than she can handle? A sharply observed and evocative tale
of learning to face reality without giving up on your dreams, The Bookstore is sheer enchantment from start
to finish.
Cloud Cuckoo Land (Large Print Edition) - Anthony Doerr 2021-09-28
Follows four young dreamers and outcasts through time and space, from 1453 Constantinople to the future,
as they discover resourcefulness and hope amidst peril.
What It Means When a Man Falls from the Sky - Lesley Nneka Arimah 2018-04-03
A PBS NewsHour/New York Times Book Club Pick A NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION "5 UNDER 35"
HONOREE WINNER OF THE 2017 KIRKUS PRIZE WINNER OF THE NYPL'S YOUNG LIONS FICTION
AWARD FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE LEONARD PRIZE SHORTLISTED FOR
THE ASPEN WORDS LITERARY PRIZE A dazzlingly accomplished debut collection explores the ties that
bind parents and children, husbands and wives, lovers and friends to one another and to the places they
call home. In “Who Will Greet You at Home,” a National Magazine Award finalist for The New Yorker, A
woman desperate for a child weaves one out of hair, with unsettling results. In “Wild,” a disastrous night
out shifts a teenager and her Nigerian cousin onto uneasy common ground. In "The Future Looks Good,"
three generations of women are haunted by the ghosts of war, while in "Light," a father struggles to protect
and empower the daughter he loves. And in the title story, in a world ravaged by flood and riven by class,
experts have discovered how to "fix the equation of a person" - with rippling, unforeseen repercussions.
Evocative, playful, subversive, and incredibly human, What It Means When a Man Falls from the Sky
heralds the arrival of a prodigious talent with a remarkable career ahead of her.
The Best American Short Stories 2019 - Anthony Doerr 2019-10
#1 New York Times best-selling, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Anthony Doerr brings his"stunning sense of
physical detail and gorgeous metaphors" (San Francisco Chronicle) to selecting The Best American Short
Stories 2019. #1 New York Times best-selling, Pulitzer Prize-winning author Anthony Doerr brings
his"stunning sense of physical detail and gorgeous metaphors" (San Francisco Chronicle) to selecting The
Best American Short Stories 2019. Doerr and the series editor, Heidi Pitlor, winnow down twenty stories
out of thousands that represent the best examples of the form published the previous year.
Fight of the Century - Viet Thanh Nguyen 2021-01-19
The American Civil Liberties Union partners with award-winning authors Michael Chabon and Ayelet
Waldman in this “forceful, beautifully written” (Associated Press) collection that brings together many of
our greatest living writers, each contributing an original piece inspired by a historic ACLU case. On January
19, 1920, a small group of idealists and visionaries, including Helen Keller, Jane Addams, Roger Baldwin,
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and Crystal Eastman, founded the American Civil Liberties Union. A century after its creation, the ACLU
remains the nation’s premier defender of the rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution. In
collaboration with the ACLU, authors Michael Chabon and Ayelet Waldman have curated an anthology of
essays “full of struggle, emotion, fear, resilience, hope, and triumph” (Los Angeles Review of Books) about
landmark cases in the organization’s one-hundred-year history. Fight of the Century takes you inside the
trials and the stories that have shaped modern life. Some of the most prominent cases that the ACLU has
been involved in—Brown v. Board of Education, Roe v. Wade, Miranda v. Arizona—need little introduction.
Others you may never even have heard of, yet their outcomes quietly defined the world we live in now.
Familiar or little-known, each case springs to vivid life in the hands of the acclaimed writers who dive into
the history, narrate their personal experiences, and debate the questions at the heart of each issue. Hector
Tobar introduces us to Ernesto Miranda, the felon whose wrongful conviction inspired the now-iconic
Miranda rights—which the police would later read to the man suspected of killing him. Yaa Gyasi confronts
the legacy of Brown v. Board of Education, in which the ACLU submitted a friend of- the-court brief
questioning why a nation that has sent men to the moon still has public schools so unequal that they may as
well be on different planets. True to the ACLU’s spirit of principled dissent, Scott Turow offers a blistering
critique of the ACLU’s stance on campaign finance. These powerful stories, along with essays from Neil
Gaiman, Meg Wolitzer, Salman Rushdie, Ann Patchett, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Louise Erdrich, George
Saunders, and many more, remind us that the issues the ACLU has engaged over the past one hundred
years remain as vital as ever today, and that we can never take our liberties for granted. Chabon and
Waldman are donating their advance to the ACLU and the contributors are forgoing payment.
Four Seasons in Rome - Anthony Doerr 2008-06-10
Documents the award-winning writer's experiences of living, working, and raising twin sons in Rome during
the year following his receipt of a prestigious Rome Prize stipend, a period during which he attended the
vigil of the dying John Paul II, brought his children on a snowy visit to the Pantheon, and befriended
numerous locals. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
The Different Drum - M. Scott Peck 2010-05-11
'The overall purpose of human communication is - or should be - reconciliation. It should ultimately serve to
lower or remove the walls of misunderstanding which unduly separate us human beings, one from
another...' Although we have developed the technology to make communication more efficent and to bring
people closer together, we have failed to use it to build a true global community. Dr M. Scott Peck believes
that if we are to prevent civilization destroying itself, we must urgently rebuild on all levels, local, national
and international and that is the first step to spiritual survival. In this radical and challenging book, he
describes how the communities work, how group action can be developed on the principles of tolerance and
love, and how we can start to transform world society into a true community.
The Pacific and Other Stories - Mark Helprin 2005-06-28
A dazzling collection of short stories by Mark Helprin, bestselling author of Winter's Tale, which is now a
major motion picture starring Colin Farrell, Jessica Brown Findlay, Russell Crowe, William Hurt, and
Jennifer Connelly The Pacific and Other Stories is a collection of sixteen stories that display the remarkable
scope, incomparable wit, and deft prose that have come to be Mark Helprin's signature. A British
paratrooper jumps into occupied territory; the 1958 New York Yankees gain an unexpected teammate in a
puny, teenaged Hasidic Jew; a September 11th widow receives an astonishing gift from the contractor
working on her new apartment—these and other stories exhibit the constantly changing variety of the
ocean itself, the peaks and troughs of life. Lighthearted, glittering fables are met with starker tales that
sound the depths of sacrifice and duty. The Pacific and Other Stories is a resplendent, powerful collection
of lasting substance and emotional import.
The Accidental Superpower - Mr. Peter Zeihan 2014-11-04
An eye-opening assement of American power and deglobalization in the bestselling tradition of The World is
Flat and The Next 100 Years. Near the end of the Second World War, the United States made a bold
strategic gambit that rewired the international system. Empires were abolished and replaced by a global
arrangement enforced by the U.S. Navy. With all the world's oceans safe for the first time in history,
markets and resources were made available for everyone. Enemies became partners. We think of this
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system as normal - it is not. We live in an artificial world on borrowed time. In The Accidental Superpower,
international strategist Peter Zeihan examines how the hard rules of geography are eroding the American
commitment to free trade; how much of the planet is aging into a mass retirement that will enervate
markets and capital supplies; and how, against all odds, it is the ever-ravenous American economy that alone among the developed nations - is rapidly approaching energy independence. Combined, these factors
are doing nothing less than overturning the global system and ushering in a new (dis)order. For most, that
is a disaster-in-waiting, but not for the Americans. The shale revolution allows Americans to sidestep an
increasingly dangerous energy market. Only the United States boasts a youth population large enough to
escape the sucking maw of global aging. Most important, geography will matter more than ever in a deglobalizing world, and America's geography is simply sublime.
The Opium War - Julia Lovell 2015-11-10
In October 1839, a Windsor cabinet meeting votes to begin the first Opium War against China. Bureaucratic
fumbling, military missteps, and a healthy dose of political opportunism and collaboration followed. Rich in
tragicomedy, The Opium War explores the disastrous British foreign-relations move that became a founding
myth of modern Chinese nationalism, and depicts China’s heroic struggle against Western conspiracy. Julia
Lovell examines the causes and consequences of the Opium War, interweaving tales of the opium pushers
and dissidents. More importantly, she analyses how the Opium Wars shaped China's self-image and created
an enduring model for its interactions with the West, plagued by delusion and prejudice.
Deafening - Frances Itani 2007-12-01
“A gorgeously moving, old-fashioned novel” about a woman’s life, loves, and self-discovery on the eve the
Great War (O, The Oprah Magazine). At the age of five, Grania O’Neill the daughter of hardworking Irish
hoteliers in small town Ontario, emerges from a bout of scarlet fever profoundly deaf, and suddenly sealed
off from the world that was just beginning to open for her. While her guilt-plagued mother cannot accept it,
Grania finds beloved allies in both her grandmother and her older sister, Tress. It isn’t until she’s enrolled
in the Ontario School for the Deaf in Bellville, that Grania really begins to thrive. In time, it’s also where
she falls for Jim Lloyd, a hearing man with whom Grania creates a new emotional vocabulary that
encompasses both sound and silence. But just two weeks after their wedding, Jim leaves to serve as a
stretcher bearer on the blood-soaked battlefields of Flanders. During this long war of attrition, Jim and
Grania’s letters back and forth—both real and imagined—attempt to sustain their young love in a world as
brutal as it is hopeful. A “brilliantly lucid and masterfully sustained” ode to language—how it can console,
imprison, and liberate—Francis Itani’s award-winning, international bestselling debut novel “has the
integrity of an achieved artistic vision, the kind of power that is generally associated with the gracious,
crystalline prose of Grace Paley, the flagrantly good, good lines of Robert Lowell and W. H. Auden’s poetry”
(Kaye Gibbons, author of A Virtuous Woman).
The Anchor Book of New American Short Stories - Ben Marcus 2007-12-18
“In twenty-nine separate but ingenious ways, these stories seek permanent residence within a reader. They
strive to become an emotional or intellectual cargo that might accompany us wherever, or however, we go.
. . . If we are made by what we read, if language truly builds people into what they are, how they think, the
depth with which they feel, then these stories are, to me, premium material for that construction project.
You could build a civilization with them.” —Ben Marcus, from the Introduction Award-winning author of
Notable American Women Ben Marcus brings us this engaging and comprehensive collection of short
stories that explore the stylistic variety of the medium in America today. Sea Oak by George Saunders
Everything Ravaged, Everything Burned by Wells Tower Do Not Disturb by A.M. Homes The Girl in the
Flammable Skirt by Aimee Bender The Caretaker by Anthony Doerr The Old Dictionary by Lydia Davis The
Father’s Blessing by Mary Caponegro The Life and Work of Alphonse Kauders by Aleksandar Hemon People
Shouldn’t Have to be the Ones to Tell You by Gary Lutz Histories of the Undead by Kate Braverman When
Mr. Pirzada Came to Dine by Jhumpa Lahiri Down the Road by Stephen Dixon X Number of Possibilities by
Joanna Scott Tiny, Smiling Daddy by Mary Gaitskill Brief Interviews with Hideous Men by David Foster
Wallace The Sound Gun by Matthew Derby Short Talks by Anne Carson Field Events by Rick Bass Scarliotti
and the Sinkhole by Padgett Powell
The Sympathizer - Viet Thanh Nguyen 2015-04-02
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Winner of the 2016 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction Winner of the 2016 Edgar Award for Best First Novel Winner
of the 2016 Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction “[A] remarkable debut novel”—Philip Caputo,
New York Times Book Review (cover review) The winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, as well as seven
other awards, The Sympathizer is one of the most acclaimed books of the twenty-first century. With the
pace and suspense of a thriller and prose that has been compared to Graham Greene and Vladimir
Nabokov, The Sympathizer is a sweeping epic of love and betrayal. The narrator, a communist double
agent, is a “man of two minds,” a half-French, half-Vietnamese army captain who comes to America after
the Fall of Saigon, and while building a new life with other Vietnamese refugees in Los Angeles is secretly
reporting back to his communist superiors in Vietnam. The Sympathizer is a blistering exploration of
identity and America, a gripping spy novel, and a powerful story of love and friendship.
The Singularity Is Near - Ray Kurzweil 2005-09-22
“Startling in scope and bravado.” —Janet Maslin, The New York Times “Artfully envisions a breathtakingly
better world.” —Los Angeles Times “Elaborate, smart and persuasive.” —The Boston Globe “A pleasure to
read.” —The Wall Street Journal One of CBS News’s Best Fall Books of 2005 • Among St Louis PostDispatch’s Best Nonfiction Books of 2005 • One of Amazon.com’s Best Science Books of 2005 A radical and
optimistic view of the future course of human development from the bestselling author of How to Create a
Mind and The Singularity is Nearer who Bill Gates calls “the best person I know at predicting the future of
artificial intelligence” For over three decades, Ray Kurzweil has been one of the most respected and
provocative advocates of the role of technology in our future. In his classic The Age of Spiritual Machines,
he argued that computers would soon rival the full range of human intelligence at its best. Now he
examines the next step in this inexorable evolutionary process: the union of human and machine, in which
the knowledge and skills embedded in our brains will be combined with the vastly greater capacity, speed,
and knowledge-sharing ability of our creations.
The Deep (Fast Fiction) - Anthony Doerr 2011-04-11
Set in Detroit during the Depression, Doerr tells the affecting story of Tom, meant to die of a weak heart
before he is 18, who is cossetted by his mother, but shown a world of possibilities by the flame-haired Ruby.
A Thrush Sang - Dolores Grenfell 1912

A collection of short stories examines the lives of suburbanites seeking solace and gratification in food, sex,
work, and love.
Three Junes - Julia Glass 2002-09-03
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER • NATIONAL BESTSELLER • An astonishing novel that traces the lives
of a Scottish family over a decade as they confront the joys and longings, fulfillments and betrayals of love
in all its guises. In June of 1989 Paul McLeod, a newspaper publisher and recent widower, travels to
Greece, where he falls for a young American artist and reflects on the complicated truth about his
marriage.... Six years later, again in June, Paul’s death draws his three grown sons and their families back
to their ancestral home. Fenno, the eldest, a wry, introspective gay man, narrates the events of this
unforeseen reunion. Far from his straitlaced expatriate life as a bookseller in Greenwich Village, Fenno is
stunned by a series of revelations that threaten his carefully crafted defenses.... Four years farther on, in
yet another June, a chance meeting on the Long Island shore brings Fenno together with Fern Olitsky, the
artist who once captivated his father. Now pregnant, Fern must weigh her guilt about the past against her
wishes for the future and decide what family means to her. In prose rich with compassion and wit, Three
Junes paints a haunting portrait of love’s redemptive powers.
The Book Of Strange New Things - Michel Faber 2014-11-18
I am with you always, even unto the end of the world . . . Peter Leigh is a missionary called to go on the
journey of a lifetime. Leaving behind his beloved wife, Bea, he boards a flight for a remote and unfamiliar
land, a place where the locals are hungry for the teachings of the Bible—his "book of strange new things." It
is a quest that will challenge Peter's beliefs, his understanding of the limits of the human body and, most of
all, his love for Bea. The Book of Strange New Things is a wildly original tale of adventure, faith and the ties
that might hold two people together when they are worlds apart. This momentous novel from the author of
The Crimson Petal and the White sees Faber at his expectation-defying best.
Orchid and the Wasp - Caoilinn Hughes 2018-07-10
“A gem of a novel.”—Elle “A winning debut.”—The New Yorker “Caoilinn Hughes is a massive
talent.”—Anthony Doerr, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of All the Light We Cannot See WINNER OF THE
COLLYER BRISTOW PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE BUTLER LITERARY AWARD • SHORTLISTED FOR
THE HEARST BIG BOOK AWARDS • LONGLISTED FOR THE AUTHORS' CLUB BEST FIRST NOVEL
AWARD • LONGLISTED FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DUBLIN LITERARY AWARD 2020 An unforgettable
young woman navigates Dublin, London and New York, striving to build a life raft for her loved-ones amidst
economic and familial collapse. In this dazzlingly original debut novel, award-winning Irish writer Caoilinn
Hughes introduces a heroine of mythic proportions in the form of one Gael Foess. A tough, thoughtful, and
savvy opportunist, Gael is determined to live life on her own terms. Raised in Dublin by single-minded,
careerist parents, Gael learns early how a person’s ambitions and ideals can be compromised— and she
refuses to let her vulnerable, unwell younger brother, Guthrie, suffer such sacrifices. When Gael’s financier
father walks out on them during the economic crash of 2008, her family fractures. Her mother, a onceformidable orchestral conductor, becomes a shadow. And a fateful incident prevents Guthrie from finishing
high school. Determined not to let her loved-ones fall victim to circumstance, Gael leaves Dublin for the
coke-dusted social clubs of London and Manhattan’s gallery scene, always working an angle, but beginning
to become a stranger to those who love her. Written in electric, heart-stopping prose, Orchid & the Wasp is
a novel about gigantic ambitions and hard-won truths, chewing through sexuality, class, and politics, and
crackling with joyful, anarchic fury. It challenges bootstraps morality with questions of what we owe one
another and what we earn. A first novel of astonishing talent, Orchid & the Wasp announces Caoilinn
Hughes as one of the most exciting literary writers working today.
Fukushima - David Lochbaum 2015-02-10
“A gripping, suspenseful page-turner” (Kirkus Reviews) with a “fast-paced, detailed narrative that moves
like a thriller” (International Business Times), Fukushima teams two leading experts from the Union of
Concerned Scientists, David Lochbaum and Edwin Lyman, with award-winning journalist Susan Q.
Stranahan to give us the first definitive account of the 2011 disaster that led to the worst nuclear
catastrophe since Chernobyl. Four years have passed since the day the world watched in horror as an
earthquake large enough to shift the Earth’s axis by several inches sent a massive tsunami toward the

Ending Medical Reversal - Vinayak K. Prasad 2019-05-14
They outline a comprehensive plan to reform medical education, research funding and protocols, and the
process for approving new drugs that will ensure that more of what gets done in doctors' offices and
hospitals is truly effective.
Memories of Glass - Melanie Dobson 2019
Reminiscent of Diane Ackerman's The Zookeeper's Wife, this stunning novel draws from true accounts to
shine a light on a period of Holland's darkest history and bravest heroes. 1942. As war rips through the
heart of Holland, childhood friends Josie van Rees and Eliese Linden partner with a few daring citizens to
rescue Eliese's son and hundreds of other Jewish children who await deportation in a converted theater in
Amsterdam. But amid their resistance work, Josie and Eliese's dangerous secrets could derail their
friendship and their entire mission. When the enemy finds these women, only one will escape. Seventy-five
years later, Ava Drake begins to suspect that her great-grandfather William Kingston was not the World
War II hero he claimed to be. Her work as director of the prestigious Kingston Family Foundation leads her
to Landon West's Ugandan coffee plantation, and Ava and Landon soon discover a connection between their
families. As Landon's great-grandmother shares the broken pieces of her story, Ava must confront the
greatest loss in her own life--and powerful members of the Kingston family who will do anything to keep the
truth buried. Illuminating the story and strength of these women, award-winning author Melanie Dobson
transports readers through time and place, from World War II Holland to contemporary Uganda, in this rich
and inspiring novel.
The Home and the World - Rabindranath Tagore 2018-05-16
In this brilliantly poetic 1916 novel, an idealistic Bengali husband encourages his tradition-minded wife to
venture out into the world, leading to her political awakening and attraction to a charismatic leader.
Dirty Love - Andre Dubus 2013-10-07
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Following Adam Gopnik’s best-selling Paris to the Moon, the adventure continues against the panorama of
another storied city. Autumn, 2000: the Gopnik family moves back to a New York that seems, at first, safer
and shinier than ever. Here are the triumphs and travails of father, mother, son and daughter; and of the
teachers, coaches, therapists, adversaries and friends who round out the extended urban family. From
Bluie, a goldfish fated to meet a Hitchcockian end, to Charlie Ravioli, an imaginary playmate who, being a
New Yorker, is too busy to play, Gopnik’s New York is charmed by the civilization of childhood. It is a fabric
of living, which, though rent by the events of 9/11, will reweave itself, reviving a world where Jewish jokes
mingle with debates about the problem of consciousness, the price of real estate and the meaning of
modern art. By turns elegant and exultant, written with a signature mix of mind and heart, Through the
Children’s Gate is at once a celebration of a newly fragile city and a poignant study of a family trying to find
its way, and joy, within it.
About Grace - Anthony Doerr 2015-10-06
Includes a preview from the author's "All the light we cannot see."

Japanese coast and Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant, causing the reactors’ safety systems to fail and
explosions to reduce concrete and steel buildings to rubble. Even as the consequences of the 2011 disaster
continue to exact their terrible price on the people of Japan and on the world, Fukushima addresses the
grim questions at the heart of the nuclear debate: could a similar catastrophe happen again, and—most
important of all—how can such a crisis be averted?
When the Nines Roll Over - David Benioff 2005-10-25
In When the Nines Roll Over, David Benioff (The 25th Hour, City of Thieves) uses humor and rich
characterizations to explore the sometimes thrilling, sometimes pathetic emotional lives of a diverse set of
characters. Over the course of eight stories, we are introduced to a host of young people on the cusp of
discovery and loss. As he evokes the various states of agony and pleasure—humiliation, rebellion,
camaraderie, and desire—Benioff displays a profound understanding of the transformative power of a single
moment and how sadness can be illuminated by a humorous flip side. When the Nines Roll Over confirms
the promise of a gifted writer emerging as a storytelling force.
Through the Children's Gate - Adam Gopnik 2010-06-18
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