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faith. The four stages—Simplicity, Complexity, Perplexity, and
Harmony—offer a path forward that can help sincere and thoughtful
people leave behind unnecessary baggage and intensify their
commitment to what matters most.
Costly Grace - Rob Schenck 2018-06-05
A leading American evangelical minister—whom public figures long
turned to for guidance in faith and politics—recounts his three
conversions, from childhood Jewish roots to Christianity, from a pure
faith to a highly politicized one, and from the religious right to the
simplicity of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Rob Schenck’s extraordinary
life has been at the center of the intersection between evangelical
Christianity and modern politics. Attacked by partisans on both sides of
the aisle, he has been called a "right-wing hate monger," the "ultimate
D.C. power-broker," a "traitor" and "turncoat." Now, this influential
spiritual adviser to America’s political class chronicles his controversial,
sometimes troubling career in this revelatory and often shocking
memoir. As a teenager in the 1970s, Schenck converted from Judaism to
Christianity and found his calling in public ministry. In the 1980s, he, like
his twin brother, became a radical activist leader of the anti-abortion
movement. In the wake of his hero Ronald Reagan’s rise to the White
House, Schenck became a leading figure in the religious right inside the
Beltway. Emboldened by his authority and access to the highest reaches
of government, Schenck was a zealous warrior, brazenly mixing ministry
with Republican political activism—even confronting President Bill
Clinton during a midnight Christmas Eve service at Washington’s
National Cathedral. But in the past few years Schenck has undergone
another conversion—his most meaningful transition yet. Increasingly
troubled by the part he played in the corruption of religion by politics,
this man of faith has returned to the purity of the gospel. Like Paul on
the Road to Damascus, he had an epiphany: revisiting the lessons of love
that Jesus imparted, Schenck realized he had strayed from his deepest
convictions. Reaffirming his core spiritual beliefs, Schenck today works
to liberate the evangelical community from the oppression of the
narrowest interpretation of the gospel, and to urge Washington
conservatives to move beyond partisan battles and forsake the politics of
hate, fear, and violence. As a preacher, he continues to spread the word
of the Lord with humility and a deep awareness of his past
transgressions. In this moving and inspiring memoir, he reflects on his
path to God, his unconscious abandonment of his principles, and his
return to the convictions that guide him. Costly Grace is a fascinating
and ultimately redemptive account of one man’s life in politics and faith.
You Lost Me - David Kinnaman 2011-10-01
Close to 60 percent of young people who went to church as teens drop
out after high school. Now the bestselling author of unChristian trains
his researcher's eye on these young believers. Where Kinnaman's first
book unChristian showed the world what outsiders aged 16-29 think of
Christianity, You Lost Me shows why younger Christians aged 16-29 are
leaving the church and rethinking their faith. Based on new research,
You Lost Me shows pastors, church leaders, and parents how we have
failed to equip young people to live "in but not of" the world and how this
has serious long-term consequences. More importantly, Kinnaman offers
ideas on how to help young people develop and maintain a vibrant faith
that they embrace over a lifetime.
The Pastor's Kid - Barnabas Piper 2020-01-06
Advice on how to care for pastors' kids and allow them to find their own
faith and identity. Pastors' kids are often burdened by others'
expectations, but there is a wonderful solution, both at home and in the
church: grace. In this revised, refreshed version of Barnabas Piper's bestknown book, the author candidly shares his own experiences as son of
pastor and bestselling author John Piper, offering a challenge to our
churches and to the families at their very heart: how to care for pastors'
kids and allow them to find their own faith and identity. Foreword by

Introducing Anthropology of Religion - Jack David Eller 2007-08-07
This lively and readable survey introduces students to key areas of the
field and shows how to apply an anthropological approach to the study of
contemporary world religions. Written by an experienced teacher, it
covers all of the traditional topics of anthropology of religion, including
definitions and theories, beliefs, symbols and language, and ritual and
myth, and combines analytic and conceptual discussion with up-to-date
ethnography and theory. Eller includes copious examples from religions
around the world – both familiar and unfamiliar – and two mini-case
studies in each chapter. He also explores classic and contemporary
anthropological contributions to important but often overlooked issues
such as violence and fundamentalism, morality, secularization, religion in
America, and new religious movements. Introducing Anthropology of
Religion demonstrates that anthropology is both relevant and essential
for understanding the world we inhabit today.
Have a Little Faith - Mitch Albom 2011-06-14
What if our beliefs were not what divided us, but what pulled us together
In Have a Little Faith, Mitch Albom offers a beautifully written story of a
remarkable eight-year journey between two worlds--two men, two faiths,
two communities--that will inspire readers everywhere. Albom's first
nonfiction book since Tuesdays with Morrie, Have a Little Faith begins
with an unusual request: an eighty-two-year-old rabbi from Albom's old
hometown asks him to deliver his eulogy. Feeling unworthy, Albom
insists on understanding the man better, which throws him back into a
world of faith he'd left years ago. Meanwhile, closer to his current home,
Albom becomes involved with a Detroit pastor--a reformed drug dealer
and convict--who preaches to the poor and homeless in a decaying
church with a hole in its roof. Moving between their worlds, Christian
and Jewish, African-American and white, impoverished and well-to-do,
Albom observes how these very different men employ faith similarly in
fighting for survival: the older, suburban rabbi embracing it as death
approaches; the younger, inner-city pastor relying on it to keep himself
and his church afloat. As America struggles with hard times and people
turn more to their beliefs, Albom and the two men of God explore issues
that perplex modern man: how to endure when difficult things happen;
what heaven is; intermarriage; forgiveness; doubting God; and the
importance of faith in trying times. Although the texts, prayers, and
histories are different, Albom begins to recognize a striking unity
between the two worlds--and indeed, between beliefs everywhere. In the
end, as the rabbi nears death and a harsh winter threatens the pastor's
wobbly church, Albom sadly fulfills the rabbi's last request and writes the
eulogy. And he finally understands what both men had been teaching all
along: the profound comfort of believing in something bigger than
yourself. Have a Little Faith is a book about a life's purpose; about losing
belief and finding it again; about the divine spark inside us all. It is one
man's journey, but it is everyone's story. Ten percent of the profits from
this book will go to charity, including The Hole In The Roof Foundation,
which helps refurbish places of worship that aid the homeless.
Faith After Doubt - Brian D. McLaren 2021-01-05
From the author of A New Kind of Christianity comes a bold proposal:
only doubt can save the world and your faith. ONE of the Best Spiritual
Books of 2021—Spirituality & Practice "Will help you live fuller and
breathe easier..” —Glennon Doyle Sixty-five million adults in the U.S.
have dropped out of active church attendance and about 2.7 million more
are leaving every year. Faith After Doubt is for the millions of people
around the world who feel that their faith is falling apart. Using his own
story and the stories of a diverse group of struggling believers, Brian D.
McLaren, a former pastor and now an author, speaker, and activist
shows how old assumptions are being challenged in nearly every area of
human life, not just theology and spirituality. He proposes a four-stage
model of faith development in which questions and doubt are not the
enemy of faith, but rather a portal to a more mature and fruitful kind of
losing-faith-in-faith-from-preacher-to-atheist
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John Piper.
PreachersNSneakers - Ben Kirby 2021-04-27
Founder of the phenomenon social media account PreachersNSneakers
tackles how faith, capitalism, consumerism, and (wannabe) celebrity
have collided and asks both believers and nonbelievers alike: how much
is too much? What started as a joke account on Instagram has turned
into a movement. Through this provocative project, the founder of
PreachersNSneakers is helping thousands of Jesus followers wrestle with
the inevitable dilemmas created by our Western culture obsessed with
image and entertainment. In PreachersNSneakers: Authenticity in an
Age of For-Profit Faith and (Wannabe) Celebrities, Ben Kirby approaches
many of the difficult questions plaguing countless Christians’ minds,
presenting experiences and input from both sides of difficult questions,
such as: Should pastors grow wealthy off of religion, and can their
churches ever be too large? Do we really believe that divine blessings are
monetary, or is that just religious wallpaper to hide our own greed? Is
there space in Christendom for celebrities like Kanye and Bieber to exist
without distorting the good news? What about this: Is it wrong for
someone—even wrong for author Ben Kirby—to call out faith leaders
online and leverage “cancel culture” to affect change?
PreachersNSneakers will navigate these challenging questions and many
more with humor, wit, candor, and a few never-before-published hijinks.
Each chapter will explore the various sides of the debate, holding space
for us to make up our own minds. This book is not about finding the
perfect, “right” way to do something, but instead learning how to
articulate what we believe, why we believe it, and what to do when we
want to stand up against cultural norms. This book will doubtlessly
become a staple for church small groups, college ministries, and book
clubs, emboldening struggling believers who want to live a more genuine
faith. After all, the Lord works in mysterious colorways.
Godless - Dan Barker 2008-09
A former preacher tell why he abandoned the guidance of the Bible to
follow the dictates of own conscience.
The Imposing Preacher - Adam L. Bond 2013-06-01
While many American religious historians have focused on a few
mainstream black Christian thinkers from across the twentieth century,
the story of Samuel DeWitt Proctor has remained obscured. Yet his voice
is essential to understanding the black social gospel. In the complex mix
of voices from the Religious Right, Protestant fundamentalism, and black
liberation theology, Proctor brought black middle class understanding of
America life and contributed a voice that was Black, Christian, and
American. Bond's exploration of the life of Samuel DeWitt Proctor adds a
crucial piece to our understanding of twentieth-century American church
history. Book jacket.
Caught in the Pulpit - Daniel C. Dennett 2015-05-01
What is it like to be a preacher or rabbi who no longer believes in God?
In this expanded and updated edition of their groundbreaking study,
Daniel C. Dennett and Linda LaScola comprehensively and sensitively
expose an inconvenient truth that religious institutions face in the new
transparency of the information age—the phenomenon of clergy who no
longer believe what they publicly preach. In confidential interviews,
clergy from across the ministerial spectrum—from liberal to
literal—reveal how their lives of religious service and study have led
them to a truth inimical to their professed beliefs and profession.
Although their personal stories are as varied as the denominations they
once represented, or continue to represent—whether Catholic, Baptist,
Episcopalian, Methodist, Mormon, Pentecostal, or any of numerous
others—they give voice not only to their own struggles but also to those
who similarly suffer in tender and lonely silence. As this study poignantly
and vividly reveals, their common journey has far-reaching implications
not only for their families, their congregations, and their
communities—but also for the very future of religion.
The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason - Sam
Harris 2005-09-17
"The End of Faith articulates the dangers and absurdities of organized
religion so fiercely and so fearlessly that I felt relieved as I read it,
vindicated....Harris writes what a sizable number of us think, but few are
willing to say."—Natalie Angier, New York Times In The End of Faith,
Sam Harris delivers a startling analysis of the clash between reason and
religion in the modern world. He offers a vivid, historical tour of our
willingness to suspend reason in favor of religious beliefs—even when
these beliefs inspire the worst human atrocities. While warning against
the encroachment of organized religion into world politics, Harris draws
on insights from neuroscience, philosophy, and Eastern mysticism to
deliver a call for a truly modern foundation for ethics and spirituality that
losing-faith-in-faith-from-preacher-to-atheist

is both secular and humanistic. Winner of the 2005 PEN/Martha Albrand
Award for Nonfiction.
Once Was Lost - Sara Zarr 2009-10-01
Samara Taylor used to believe in miracles. She used to believe in a lot of
things. As a pastor's kid, it's hard not to buy in to the idea of the perfect
family, a loving God, and amazing grace. But lately, Sam has a lot of
reason to doubt. Her mother lands in rehab after a DUI and her father
seems more interested in his congregation than his family. When a young
girl in her small town is kidnapped, the local tragedy overlaps with Sam's
personal one, and the already-worn thread of faith holding her together
begins to unravel. In her third novel, acclaimed author Sara Zarr
examines the coexistence of affliction and hope, and what happens when
everything you thought you believed---about God, about your family,
about yourself---is transformed.
Godless - Pete Hautman 2008-06-23
"Why mess around with Catholicism when you can have your own
customized religion?" Fed up with his parents' boring old religion,
agnostic-going-on-atheist Jason Bock invents a new god -- the town's
water tower. He recruits an unlikely group of worshippers: his snailfarming best friend, Shin, cute-as-a-button (whatever that means) Magda
Price, and the violent and unpredictable Henry Stagg. As their religion
grows, it takes on a life of its own. While Jason struggles to keep the faith
pure, Shin obsesses over writing their bible, and the explosive Henry
schemes to make the new faith even more exciting -- and dangerous.
When the Chutengodians hold their first ceremony high atop the dome of
the water tower, things quickly go from merely dangerous to terrifying
and deadly. Jason soon realizes that inventing a religion is a lot easier
than controlling it, but control it he must, before his creation destroys
both his friends and himself.
Hope After Faith - Jerry DeWitt 2013-06-25
After losing nearly everything, including his job and his wife, due to his
crumbling faith, the author shares his transformative journey from a
pastor with a deep Christian faith to a leader and well-known speaker in
America's fast-growing atheist movement. 50,000 first printing.
Preaching - Timothy Keller 2015-06-09
Pastor, preacher, and New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal
Prophet Timothy Keller shares his wisdom on communicating the
Christian faith from the pulpit as well as from the coffee shop. Most
Christians—including pastors—struggle to talk about their faith in a way
that applies the power of the Christian gospel to change people’s lives.
Timothy Keller is known for his insightful, down-to-earth sermons and
talks that help people understand themselves, encounter Jesus, and apply
the Bible to their lives. In this accessible guide for pastors and laypeople
alike, Keller helps readers learn to present the Christian message of
grace in a more engaging, passionate, and compassionate way.
From Apostle to Apostate - Catherine Dunphy 2015-07-21
What happens when your entire life and career are constructed around a
religious faith that you no longer possess? Do you continue to promote a
gospel that you have intellectually and emotionally rejected to maintain
your livelihood and the support and respect you receive from your
community? Or do you renounce your faith to your congregation and the
public at large, putting yourself and your family at risk? From Apostle to
Apostate offers a comprehensive introduction to the Clergy Project,
established in 2011 to provide a safe space where clergy who have lost
their faith can connect with others facing the exact same
questions—often alone and in isolation. Charting the origins, growth, and
goals of the project, the book draws on the author's own experience as a
founding project member and on interviews with its founders. It also
reveals the troubles and triumphs experienced by many of its members,
whose numbers have grown from just over 50 to more than 500 in a few
short years. As the book movingly demonstrates, despite the substantial
personal and professional challenges nonbelieving clergy face, for many,
a loss of faith has turned out not to be a loss at all—but a gain of
newfound community, self-respect, and honesty with themselves and
others.
God's Problem - Bart D. Ehrman 2009-10-13
One Bible, Many Answers In God's Problem, the New York Times
bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus challenges the contradictory
biblical explanations for why an all-powerful God allows us to suffer.
Losing My Religion - William Lobdell 2009-03-17
William Lobdell's journey of faith—and doubt—may be the most
compelling spiritual memoir of our time. Lobdell became a born-again
Christian in his late 20s when personal problems—including a failed
marriage—drove him to his knees in prayer. As a newly minted
evangelical, Lobdell—a veteran journalist—noticed that religion wasn't
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covered well in the mainstream media, and he prayed for the Lord to put
him on the religion beat at a major newspaper. In 1998, his prayers were
answered when the Los Angeles Times asked him to write about faith.
Yet what happened over the next eight years was a roller-coaster of
inspiration, confusion, doubt, and soul-searching as his reporting and
experiences slowly chipped away at his faith. While reporting on
hundreds of stories, he witnessed a disturbing gap between the tenets of
various religions and the behaviors of the faithful and their leaders. He
investigated religious institutions that acted less ethically than corrupt
Wall St. firms. He found few differences between the morals of
Christians and atheists. As this evidence piled up, he started to fear that
God didn't exist. He explored every doubt, every question—until, finally,
his faith collapsed. After the paper agreed to reassign him, he wrote a
personal essay in the summer of 2007 that became an international
sensation for its honest exploration of doubt. Losing My Religion is a
book about life's deepest questions that speaks to everyone: Lobdell
understands the longings and satisfactions of the faithful, as well as the
unrelenting power of doubt. How he faced that power, and wrestled with
it, is must reading for people of faith and nonbelievers alike.
Free Will Explained - Dan Barker 2018-02-06
Do we have free will? And if we don't, why do we feel as if we do?
Popular author Dan Barker examines the way we make choices in this
world through his original concept of "harmonic free will" a philosophy
that acknowledges both the impersonal laws of cause and effect that
govern our world, as well as our own independent volition--without ever
seeing these two perspectives as contradictory.
Mere Morality - Dan Barker 2018-12-04
What drives us to be good? How do we even know how to be good?
Philosophers and theologians have dealt with such questions for
millennia, but Dan Barker thinks the answers are not so complicated. In
Mere Morality, he argues there's no need to appeal to supernatural
commandments or the fear of some higher power when considering
morality. Stripping "good" and "evil" down to the basics, he offers a
simple compass for navigating life's most difficult moral and ethical
dilemmas.
The God Delusion. 10th Anniversary Edition - Richard Dawkins
2016-05-19
The God Delusion caused a sensation when it was published in 2006.
Within weeks it became the most hotly debated topic, with Dawkins
himself branded as either saint or sinner for presenting his hard-hitting,
impassioned rebuttal of religion of all types. His argument could hardly
be more topical. While Europe is becoming increasingly secularized, the
rise of religious fundamentalism, whether in the Middle East or Middle
America, is dramatically and dangerously dividing opinion around the
world. In America, and elsewhere, a vigorous dispute between 'intelligent
design' and Darwinism is seriously undermining and restricting the
teaching of science. In many countries religious dogma from medieval
times still serves to abuse basic human rights such as women's and gay
rights. And all from a belief in a God whose existence lacks evidence of
any kind. Dawkins attacks God in all his forms. He eviscerates the major
arguments for religion and demonstrates the supreme improbability of a
supreme being. He shows how religion fuels war, foments bigotry and
abuses children. The God Delusion is a brilliantly argued, fascinating
polemic that will be required reading for anyone interested in this most
emotional and important subject.
Farewell to God - Charles Templeton 2011-01-14
For more than twenty years, Charles Templeton was a major figure in the
church in Canada and the United States. During the 1950s, he and Billy
Graham were the two most successful exponents of mass evangelism in
North America. Templeton spoke nightly to stadium crowds of up to
thirty thousand people. However, increasing doubts about the validity of
the Old Testament and the teachings of the Christian church finally
brought about a crisis in his faith and in 1957 he resigned from the
ministry. In Farewell to God, Templeton speaks out about his reasons for
the abandonment of his faith. In straightforward language, Templeton
deals with such subjects as the Creation fable, racial prejudice in the
Bible, the identity of Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus’ alienation from his family,
the second-class status of women in the church, the mystery of evil, the
illusion that prayer works, why there is suffering and death, and the loss
of faith in God. He concludes with a positive personal statement: “I
Believe.”
What's So Great About Christianity - Dinesh D'Souza 2008-11-04
FIRM STREET DATE = NOVEMBER 4, 2008. STORES MUST NOT HAVE
THIS TITLE ON DISPLAY BEFORE 11/4/08.A low-cost softcover that is
perfect to give to seeking friends and neighbors to explain why an
losing-faith-in-faith-from-preacher-to-atheist

intelligent, college-educated person can believe in Christianity.Is
Christianity true? Can educated, thinking people really believe the Bible?
Or, do the athiests have it right? Has Christianity been disproved by
science and discredited as a guide to morality?Best-selling author Dinesh
D'Souza (What's So Great About America) approaches Christianity with a
skeptical eye, but treats the skeptics with equal skepticism. The result is
a book that will challenge the assumptions of doubters and affirm that
there really is, indeed, something great about Christianity.
Making Sense of Scripture - David J. Lose 2009-01-01
Book is accompanied by a Leader guide and DVD.
The Rise and Fall of Faith - Drew Bekius 2017-07-01
The story of religion in the twenty-first-century West has been defined, in
part, by the stories of once-zealous pastors moving beyond their faith to
embrace a life of reason. But too often and too quickly ardent believers
dismiss such accounts as aberrations and fail to consider the real-life
implications for those who make this transition. Atheists and other
skeptics, meanwhile, struggle to understand what took these individuals
so long to make such a journey—and why others aren't lining up more
quickly to do the same. As a result, the questions posed by one side
inevitably mirror those asked by the other. Why do believers trust in God
the way they do? But what factors lead atheists to dismiss religious
beliefs so easily? How can believers have faith in the face of known
science and history? But what allows anyone to be so sure their beliefs
are based in reality? What would it take for believers to stop believing in
God? But what would it take for nonbelievers to start to believe? Drawing
on the author's own story as a former evangelical pastor powerless to
stop his turn to atheism, The Rise and Fall of Faith touches on these and
other questions, inviting readers into a long-overdue conversation
between Christians and atheists. While the aim of the book is to initiate
this much-needed discussion, the author encourages all who care about
the future of humanity to carry the dialogue forward—whether in the
evaluation of our own inner thoughts, in the assumptions we make about
the other side, or in how we work together in the pursuit of
understanding and common ground as we navigate the world's everchanging and increasingly challenging religious and cultural landscape.
God Spare the Girls - Kelsey McKinney 2021-06-22
"Read it for twists on twists, meditations on faith, and a deeply
thoughtful treatment of an evangelical community." — Glamour, Beach
Reads That Are Like Summer in a Book “A thoughtful and candid
meditation on faith, family, and forgiveness . . . fabulous.” —Claire
Lombardo, New York Times bestselling author of The Most Fun We Ever
Had Recommended by Good Housekeeping, Elle, Parade, Real Simple,
Glamour, Refinery29, Bustle, Oprah Daily, The Millions, Shondaland,
Yahoo!, Literary Hub, and more! A mesmerizing debut novel set in
northern Texas about two sisters who discover an unsettling secret about
their father, the head pastor of an evangelical megachurch, that upends
their lives and community—a story of family, identity, and the delicate
line between faith and deception. Luke Nolan has led the Hope
congregation for more than a decade, while his wife and daughters have
patiently upheld what it means to live righteously. Made famous by a
viral sermon on purity co-written with his eldest daughter, Abigail, Luke
is the prototype of a modern preacher: tall, handsome, a spellbinding
speaker. But his younger daughter Caroline has begun to notice the
cracks in their comfortable life. She is certain that her perfect, pristine
sister is about to marry the wrong man—and Caroline has slid into sin
with a boy she’s known her entire life, wondering why God would care so
much about her virginity anyway. When it comes to light, five weeks
before Abigail’s wedding, that Luke has been lying to his family, the
entire Nolan clan falls into a tailspin. Caroline seizes the opportunity to
be alone with her sister. The two girls flee to the ranch they inherited
from their maternal grandmother, far removed from the embarrassing
drama of their parents and the prying eyes of the community. But with
the date of Abigail’s wedding fast approaching, the sisters will have to
make a hard decision about which familial bonds are worth protecting.
An intimate coming-of-age story and a modern woman’s read, God Spare
the Girls lays bare the rabid love of sisterhood and asks what we owe our
communities, our families, and ourselves. “A deeply felt book about love
— love for family and community, for people who sustain you and people
who disappoint you. And love for God, too, which Kelsey McKinney writes
about with humane and incisive frankness.”—Linda Holmes, New York
Times bestselling author of Evvie Drake Starts Over “The
accomplishment of this canny novel is in positing coming of age itself as
a loss of faith—not only in the church, but in our parents, our family, and
the world as we thought we understood it.” — Rumaan Alam, New York
Times bestselling author of Leave the World Behind and Rich and Pretty
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child of an alcoholic. After a fall from grace and a growing awareness
that faith no longer worked for him, his journey took a new direction that
required examining alternatives to his former belief system including
Deism, agnosticism, humanism, and atheism. Ultimately, he found new
ways to live a positive, value-driven life and emerged as a new version of
the same person he had always been, still interested in creating avenues
for personal growth in the lives of others. Goodbye Jesus is a relatable
and thoughtful read for those seeking to better understand the
evangelical mindset, for Christians who are questioning their faith, for
ministers trying to decide whether to stay or go, and for those who have
left their faith and are dealing with its loss.
I Kissed Dating Goodbye - Joshua Harris 2003-04
Dating. Isn't there a better way? Reorder your romantic life in the light of
God's word and find more fulfillment than the dating game could ever
give - a life of purposeful singleness.
Why I Became an Atheist - John W. Loftus 2012-10-10
For about two decades John W. Loftus was a devout evangelical
Christian, an ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and an ardent
apologist for Christianity. With three degrees--in philosophy, theology,
and philosophy of religion--he was adept at using rational argumentation
to defend the faith. But over the years, doubts about the credibility of key
Christian tenets began to creep into his thinking. By the late 1990s he
experienced a full-blown crisis of faith. In this honest appraisal of his
journey from believer to atheist, the author carefully explains the
experiences and the reasoning process that led him to reject religious
belief. The original edition of this book was published in 2006 and
reissued in 2008. Since that time, Loftus has received a good deal of
critical feedback from Christians and skeptics alike. In this revised and
expanded edition, the author addresses criticisms of the original, adds
new argumentation and references, and refines his presentation. For
every issue he succinctly summarizes the various points of view and
provides references for further reading. In conclusion, he describes the
implications of life without belief in God, some liberating, some sobering.
This frank critique of Christian belief from a former insider will interest
freethinkers as well as anyone with doubts about the claims of religion.
Hope after Faith - Jerry DeWitt 2013-06-25
Atheism’s leading lights have long been intellectuals raised in the secular
and academic worlds: Richard Dawkins, Sam Harris, and the late
Christopher Hitchens. By contrast, Jerry DeWitt was born and bred into
the church and was in fact a Pentecostal preacher before arriving at
atheism through an extraordinary dialogue with faith that spanned more
than a quarter of a century. Hope After Faith is his account of that
journey. DeWitt was a pastor in the town of DeRidder, Louisiana, and
was a fixture of the community. In private, however, he’d begun to
question his faith. Late one night in May 2011, a member of his flock
called seeking prayer for her brother who had been in a serious accident.
As DeWitt searched for the right words to console her, speech failed him,
and he found that the faith which once had formed the cornerstone of his
life had finally crumbled to dust. When it became public knowledge that
DeWitt was now an atheist, he found himself shunned by much of
DeRidder’s highly religious community, losing nearly everything he’d
known. DeWitt’s struggle for identity and meaning mirrors the one
currently facing millions of people around the world. With both
agnosticism and atheism entering the mainstream—one in five Americans
now claim no religious affiliation, according to a recent study—the
moment has arrived for a new atheist voice, one that is respectful of faith
and religious traditions yet warmly embraces a life free of religion,
finding not skepticism and cold doubt but rather profound meaning and
hope. Hope After Faith is the story of one man’s evolution toward a
committed and considered atheism, one driven by humanism, a profound
moral dimension, and a happiness and self-confidence obtained through
living free of fear.
Losing Faith - Andy Frost 2010-11-01
There will always be people who lose faith. But how do we reconnect
with those who have walked away? With his new book Losing Faith:
those who have walked away, Andy Frost, Director of Share Jesus
International, looks at those who have walked away from the church or
have struggled with their faith and offers compassionate and practical
advice on how we can help them. Michael Frost, author of Re:Jesus and
Exiles praised Andy's book saying: When so much preaching by the
Church today is done to the converted, Andy Frost's book invites us to
listen to those who have lost faith, to validate their questions and
concerns and to acknowledge we have something to learn from these socalled backsliders. Losing Faith is a compassionate, generous, fullblooded call for the church to wake up to the wisdom of the lapsed.

Ecclesiastes or, The Preacher - Doris Lessing 1999-01-01
Ancient tradition suggests that this world-weary lament is the work of
Solomon in old age. Casting its eye over the transient nature of life, the
book questions the striving for wisdom and the truth, choosing instead to
espouse the value of living for the moment. The text is introduced by
Doris Lessing.
Losing Faith in Faith - Dan Barker 2006
A former preacher tell why he abandoned the guidance of the Bible to
follow the dictates of own conscience.
Finding God in the Waves - Mike McHargue 2016
"'Science Mike' draws on his personal experience to tell the unlikely
story of how science led him back to faith. Among other revelations, we
learn what brain scans reveal about what happens when we pray, how
fundamentalism affects the psyche, and how God is revealed not only in
scripture, but in the night sky, in subatomic particles, and in us"--Dust
jacket flap.
The Preacher's Bride - Jody Hedlund 2010-10-01
In 1650s England, a young Puritan maiden is on a mission to save the
baby of her newly widowed preacher--whether her assistance is wanted
or not. Always ready to help those in need, Elizabeth ignores John's
protests of her aid. She's even willing to risk her lone marriage prospect
to help the little family. Yet Elizabeth's new role as nanny takes a
dangerous turn when John's boldness from the pulpit makes him a target
of political and religious leaders. As the preacher's enemies become
desperate to silence him, they draw Elizabeth into a deadly web of
deception. Finding herself in more danger than she ever bargained for,
she's more determined than ever to save the child--and man--she's come
to love.
Lost Faith to Living Faith - Ren R. Royal 2009-10-06
Have you been lost or hopeless and wanted to give up in life? Lost Faith
to Living Faith is the true story of how Ren R. Royal overcame her
struggles through loss, prejudice, rape, abuse, and depression by placing
her faith in the God who is able to heal and restore. This is the inspiring
story of Ren's transformation from hopelessness into a life full of love
and joy as she went from Lost Faith to Living Faith. This inspirational
and uplifting testimony is for anyone who feels hopeless or has lost faith.
See how God's grace and love can take the most tragic of stories and
turn them into something more precious than gold. It is so difficult for
any of us to realize what it is like to be a person without a family and a
home. The author has been there, and she tells both the good and the
bad in such a way that makes it difficult to put the book down. Every
person, young and old, will discover tremendous insights that will benefit
them throughout all of life. Lost Faith to Living Faith is a must read for
all. Pastor Donald C. Ofsdahl Author Ren R. Royal was a starving orphan
from Seoul, Korea, was adopted into a Lutheran preacher's family, and
came to America, where she became a naturalized citizen. Ren pursues
her passion for writing and poetry with the support of her church and
family. Ren and her husband, Charlie, reside in Garland, Texas.
Life Driven Purpose - Dan Barker 2015-04-01
Every thinking person wants to lead a life of meaning and purpose. For
thousands of years, holy books have told us that such a life is available
only through obedience and submission to some higher power. Today,
the faithful keep popular devotionals and tracts within easy reach on
bedside tables and mobile devices, all communicating this common
message: "Life is meaningless without God." In this volume, former
pastor Dan Barker eloquently, powerfully, and rationally upends this
long-held belief. Offering words of enrichment, emancipation, and
inspiration, he reminds us how millions of atheists lead happy, loving,
moral, and purpose-filled lives. Practicing what he preaches, he also
demonstrates through his own personal journey that life is valuable for
its own sake—that meaning and purpose come not from above, but from
within.
Goodbye Jesus - Tim Sledge 2018-03-15
Tim Sledge pulls back the curtain on Southern Baptist life as he
chronicles nearly four decades of ministry in this highly personal,
sometimes painful, and frequently provocative spiritual autobiography.
Part memoir, part expos , part polemic-this is an account of failures as
well as accomplishments-and very nearly a case study in how faith may
begin, how it evolves, and how it can fall apart. Sledge traces the
childhood origins of his sincere faith, his efforts at spiritual obedience,
his theological education, his climb up the ladder in ministry, his insights
into the challenges of growth-oriented leadership, and his pioneering
work in faith-based recovery ministries that ultimately guided
participants in 20,000 support groups across the U.S. A recurring theme
in his story is coming to grips with the significance of being an adult
losing-faith-in-faith-from-preacher-to-atheist
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Andy's passion for reconnecting the church with society and culture
doesn't stop here. Along with numerous projects he will also be
embarking on a tour with the Share Jesus International team and Dave
Bilbrough. The 'Rediscovering Faith Autumn Tour', is based on his new
book and will consist of story, challenge and music, suitable for adults
and young people; the faithful and the doubtful.
Breaking the Spell - Daniel C. Dennett 2006-02-02
The New York Times bestseller – a “crystal-clear, constantly engaging”
(Jared Diamond) exploration of the role that religious belief plays in our
lives and our interactions For all the thousands of books that have been
written about religion, few until this one have attempted to examine it
scientifically: to ask why—and how—it has shaped so many lives so
strongly. Is religion a product of blind evolutionary instinct or rational
choice? Is it truly the best way to live a moral life? Ranging through
biology, history, and psychology, Daniel C. Dennett charts religion’s
evolution from “wild” folk belief to “domesticated” dogma. Not an
antireligious screed but an unblinking look beneath the veil of orthodoxy,
Breaking the Spell will be read and debated by believers and skeptics
alike.
Invitation to the Sociology of Religion - Phil Zuckerman 2003
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
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Faith for Exiles - David Kinnaman 2019-09-03
Discover What's Working and Find Hope Negative perceptions. Church
dropouts. Prodigals and nomads. It's easy to get discouraged by all that's
going wrong when it comes to Christianity and the emerging generation.
Yet what's going right? In fact, signs of hope are springing up all around.
In Faith for Exiles, the author of unChristian and You Lost Me unveils
major new Barna research that uncovers what's working--five practices
that contribute to resilience. Enter the world of resilient young adult
Christians and learn how they are sustaining faith. Finally, you can find
hope in all that God is doing among young disciples today. Caught
Between Cultures In a world where always-connected smart devices and
search algorithms educate and entertain, digital Babylon is the new
context for discipleship. Faith for Exiles reveals findings from a
groundbreaking three-year research study of young Christians whose
faith remains resilient even in exile. Barna president David Kinnaman
teams up with former executive director of Youth Specialties Mark
Matlock to help you: • Make sense of chaotic cultural changes and
respond with compassion to the next generation of believers • Recognize
the biblical concept of exile as an essential framework for following
Christ today • Discover five research-based practices that cultivate
faithfulness in digital Babylon • Prepare young Christians to be on
mission with Jesus in the world • Empower Jesus followers of all ages to
thrive in our current exile
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