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Material culture : critical concepts in the
social sciences. Vol. 3 : Pt. 1 - Victor Buchli
2004
New Risks: Issues and Management - Louis A.
Cox 2013-06-29
This volume contains the proceedings of the
1986 annual meeting and conference of the
Society for Risk Analysis. It provides a detailed
view of both mature disciplines and emerging
areas within the fields of health, safety, and
environmental risk analysis as they existed in
1986. In selecting and organizing topics for this
conference, we sought both (i) to identify and
include new ideas and application areas that
would be of lasting interest to risk analysts and
to users of risk analysis results, and (ii) to
include innovative methods and applications in
established areas of risk analysis. In the three
years since the conference, many of the topics
presented there for the first time to a broad risk
analysis audience have become well developedand sometimes hotly debated-areas of applied
risk research. Several, such as the public health
hazards from indoor air pollutants, radon in the
home, high-voltage electric fields, and the AIDS

epidemic, have been the subjects of headlines
since 1986. Older areas, such as hazardous
waste site ranking and remediation, air
emissions dispersion modeling and exposure
assessment, transportation safety, seismic and
nuclear risk assessment, and occupational safety
in the chemical industry, have continued to
receive new treatments and to benefit from
advances in quantitative risk assessment
methods, as documented in the theoretical and
methodological papers in this volume. A theme
of the meeting was the importance of new
technologies and the new and uncertain risks
that they create.
Risk Management and Society - Eve Coles
2000
Crises like the BSE and GM food crisis, and the
Concorde crash in 2000, have shown that large
business and the public sector can suffer major
disruption to their business. This volume adopts
a multi-disciplinary approach to risk, to consider
the implications for management, business and
society.
Handbook of Environmental Sociology - Beth
Schaefer Caniglia 2021
This handbook defines the contours of
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environmental sociology and invites readers to
push boundaries in their exploration of this
important subdiscipline. It offers a
comprehensive overview of the evolution of
environmental sociology and its role in this era
of intensified national and global environmental
crises. Its timely frameworks and high-impact
chapters will assist in navigating this moment of
great environmental inequality and uncertainty.
The handbook brings together an outstanding
group of scholars who have helped redefine the
scope of environmental sociology and expand its
reach and impact. Their contributions speak to
key themes of the subdiscipline inequality,
justice, population, social movements, and
health. Chapter topics include environmental
demography, food systems, animals and the
environment, climate change, disasters, and
much more. The emphasis on public
environmental sociology and the forwardthinking approach of this collection is what sets
this volume apart. This handbook can serve as
an introduction for students new to
environmental sociology or as an insightful
treatment that current experts can use to further
their own research and publication. It will leave
readers with a strong understanding of
environmental sociology and the motivation to
apply it to their work.
Risk Management in a Hazardous
Environment - Michael Bollig 2010-05-10
A research focus on hazards, risk perception and
risk minimizing strategies is relatively new in
the social and environmental sciences. This
volume by a prominent scholar of East African
societies is a powerful example of this growing
interest. Earlier theory and research tended to
describe social and economic systems in some
form of equilibrium. However recent thinking in
human ecology, evolutionary biology, not to
mention in economic and political theory has
come to assign to "risk" a prominent role in
predictive modeling of behavior. It turns out that
risk minimalization is central to the
understanding of individual strategies and
numerous social institutions. It is not simply a
peripheral and transient moment in a group’s
history. Anthropologists interested in forager
societies have emphasized risk management
strategies as a major force shaping hunting and
gathering routines and structuring institutions of

food sharing and territorial behavior. This book
builds on some of these developments but
through the analysis of quite complex pastoral
and farming peoples and in populations with
substantial known histories. The method of
analysis depends heavily on the controlled
comparisons of different populations sharing
some cultural characteristics but differing in
exposure to certain risks or hazards. The central
questions guiding this approach are: 1) How are
hazards generated through environmental
variation and degradation, through increasing
internal stratification, violent conflicts and
marginalization? 2) How do these hazards result
in damages to single households or to individual
actors and how do these costs vary within one
society? 3) How are hazards perceived by the
people affected? 4) How do actors of different
wealth, social status, age and gender try to
minimize risks by delimiting the effect of
damages during an on-going crisis and what
kind of institutionalized measures do they design
to insure themselves against hazards, preventing
their occurrence or limiting their effects? 5)
How is risk minimization affected by cultural
innovation and how can the importance of the
quest for enhanced security as a driving force of
cultural evolution be estimated?
Risk and Acceptability - Mary Douglas
2013-04-15
First published in 1985, Mary Douglas intended
Risk and Acceptability as a review of the existing
literature on the state of risk theory. Unsatisfied
with the current studies of risk, which she found
to be flawed by individualistic and psychologistic
biases, she instead uses the book to argue risk
analysis from an anthropological perspective.
Douglas raises questions about rational choice,
the provision of public good and the autonomy of
the individual.
Risk in the Modern Age - NA NA 2019-06-12
Environmental decision-making in recent
decades has become increasingly dependent on
scientific expertise. Grounded in universal
principles of knowledge, these expert
evaluations often depart from the assessments of
ordinary members of the public. Whether the
issue is nuclear power, genetic testing, food
safety, or biodiversity, conservation lay people
are increasingly charging experts with being
ignorant of local contextual considerations.
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Scientists, as well as many policy-makers, in
turn contend that the public is hopelessly
irrational in gauging environmental risks. A
growing group of social theorists has begun to
take a keen interest in these disputes because
risk captures central themes of late modernity.
Increasing individualization, emerging new
social movements, and declining public trust in
key institutions are notions that loom large in
these debates. Highlighting both theoretical and
empirical perspectives, this volume brings
together a distinguished group of environmental
sociologists who critique and extend current
thinking on what it means to live in a 'risk
society'.
Europe - J. Berting 2006
Modern Europe is a patchwork quilt in which a
diverse array of national cultures have been
pieced into one community. In Europe: A
Heritage, a Challenge, a Promise, Jan Berting
reckons with a continent at a turning point in its
history, arguing that Europe must balance its
urge to modernize with a respect for its shared
legacy. As Europe struggles with the tension
between its past and its future, Berting pinpoints
challenges to modernization and proposes
intriguing solutions. He addresses topics as
varied as the rise of Islam, political liberalism,
and individual freedoms in this comprehensive
volume sure to interest all those invested in the
future of Europe.
The Oxford Handbook of Sociology, Social
Theory, and Organization Studies - Paul S. Adler
2014-10-16
Sociology and social theory has always been a
major source of new perspectives for
organization studies. Access to a series of
authoritative accounts of theorists and research
themes in sociology and social theory which
have influenced developments in organization
studies is essential for those wishing to deepen
and extend their knowledge of the intersection
of sociology and organization studies. This goal
is achieved by drawing on a group of
internationally renowned scholars committed in
their own work to strengthening these links and
asking them to provide critical accounts of
particular theorists and research themes which
have straddled this divide. This volume aims to
strengthen ties between organization studies
and contemporary sociological work at a time

when there are increasing institutional barriers
to such cooperation, potentially generating a
myopia that constricts new developments. Used
in conjunction with its companion volume, The
Oxford Handbook of Sociology and Organization
Studies: Classical foundations, the reader is
provided with a comprehensive account of the
productive and critical interaction between
sociology and organization studies over many
decades. Highly international in scope, theorists
and themes are drawn from both the USA and
Europe in equal measure. Similarly the authors
of the chapters are drawn from both sides of the
Atlantic. The result is a series of chapters on
individuals and key research themes and
debates which will provide faculty and post
graduate researchers with appreciative,
authoritative and critical accounts that can be
drawn on to design courses or provided guided
reading to the field
Handbook of Risk and Crisis
Communication - Robert L. Heath 2020-10-28
The Handbook of Risk and Crisis Communication
explores the scope and purpose of risk, and its
counterpart, crisis, to facilitate the
understanding of these issues from conceptual
and strategic perspectives. Recognizing that risk
is a central feature of our daily lives, found in
relationships, organizations, governments, the
environment, and a wide variety of interactions,
contributors to this volume explore such
questions as "What is likely to happen, to whom,
and with what consequences?" "To what extent
can science and vigilance prevent or mitigate
negative outcomes?" and "What obligation do
some segments of local, national, and global
populations have to help other segments manage
risks?", shedding light on the issues in the quest
for definitive answers. The Handbook offers a
broad approach to the study of risk and crisis as
joint concerns. Chapters explore the reach of
crisis and risk communication, define and
examine key constructs, and parse the contexts
of these vital areas. As a whole, the volume
presents a comprehensive array of studies that
highlight the standard principles and theories on
both topics, serving as the largest effort to date
focused on engaging risk communication
discussions in a comprehensive manner. Now
available in paperback, the Handbook of Risk
and Crisis Communication can be readily used in
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graduate coursework and individual research
programs. With perspectives from psychology,
sociology, anthropology, political science,
economics, and communication, the Handbook
provides vital insights for all disciplines studying
risk, and is required reading for scholars and
researchers investigating risk and crisis in
various contexts.
Readings in Risk - Theodore S. Glickman 1990
First Published in 1990. Routledge is an imprint
of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Culture, Risk and HIV/AIDS Among Migrant and
Mobile Men in Goa, India - Ajay Bailey 2008
Youth, Risk and Russian Modernity Christopher Williams 2018-05-08
Title first published in 2003. This timely and
original book is the most comprehensive and
authoritative analysis of Russia's risk society to
date. Referring to the works of Douglas, Beck
and Giddens, it considers a variety of theories of
risk and applies them to young people in
different risk societies, showing how these
youngsters have adapted to cope with risk.
Risk and Sociocultural Theory - Deborah Lupton
1999-12-09
This 1999 book presents a variety of exciting
perspectives on the perception of risk and the
strategies that people adopt to cope with it.
Using the framework of recent social and
cultural theory, it reflects the fact that risk has
become integral to contemporary
understandings of selfhood, the body and social
relations, and is central to the work of writers
such as Douglas, Beck, Giddens and the
Foucauldian theorists. The contributors are all
leading scholars in the fields of sociology,
cultural and media studies and cultural
anthropology. Combining empirical analyses
with metatheoretical critiques, they tackle an
unusually diverse range of topics including drug
use, risk in the workplace, fear of crime and the
media, risk and pregnant embodiment, the social
construction of danger in childhood, anxieties
about national identity, the governmental uses of
risk and the relationship between risk
phenomena and social order.
The Social Sciences Go to Washington Hamilton Cravens 2004
What happens when the allegedly value-free
social sciences enter the national political

arena? In The Social Sciences Go to Washington,
scholars examine the effects of the massive
influx of sociologists, demographers, economists,
educators, and others to the federal advisory
process in the postwar period. Essays look at
how these social scientists sought to change
existing policies in welfare, public health, urban
policy, national defense, environmental policy,
and science and technology policy, and the ways
they tried to influence future policies.
Policymakers have been troubled that followers
of postmodernism have questioned the
legitimacy of scientific and political authority to
speak for the desires of social groups. As the
social sciences increasingly become expressions
of individual preferences, the contributors ask,
how can they continue to be used to set public
policy for us all? This collection is a useful
resource for anyone studying the relationship
between science and the government in the
postwar years.
The Challenger Launch Decision - Diane
Vaughan 1996
List of Figures and TablesPreface1: The Eve of
the Launch 2: Learning Culture, Revising
History 3: Risk, Work Group Culture, and the
Normalization of Deviance 4: The Normalization
of Deviance, 1981-1984 5: The Normalization of
Deviance, 1985 6: The Culture of Production 7:
Structural Secrecy 8: The Eve of the Launch
Revisited 9: Conformity and Tragedy 10: Lessons
Learned Appendix A. Cost/Safety Trade-Offs?
Scrapping the Escape Rockets and the SRB
Contract Award Decision Appendix B.
Supporting Charts and Documents Appendix C.
On Theory Elaboration, Organizations, and
Historical EthnographyAcknowledgments Notes
Bibliography Index Copyright © Libri GmbH. All
rights reserved.
RISK21 - Coping with Risks due to Natural
Hazards in the 21st Century - Walter J. Ammann
2006-08-17
Over the last two decades, there has been an
increase in the number of natural hazards which
have culminated in catastrophic consequences,
severely impacting on people and livelihoods. In
response to this escalation, the Swiss Natural
Hazards Competence Centre (CENAT) organized
a workshop entitled "RISK21" at the Centro
Stefano Franscini, Mon
Redesigning Management Education and
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Research - S. Dameron 2011-01-01
The field of management education and research
has become an industry of its own an industry
with fierce international competition in a global
arena. Here, the authors argue that a series of
mechanisms has led to mimicking and thus
strategic convergence among business schools.
The authors further argue that this has resulted
in a loss of relevance and diversity of the
management knowledge produced and taught in
a multipolar world. They view this as
counterproductive to business schools, students,
firms, societies and other stakeholders,
including scholars themselves. Based in part on
the work of SFM (Société Française de
Management the French Academy of
Management), the authors of this volume
endeavour to engage in strategic conversations
with stakeholders in an effort to reshape the
field of management studies. Redesigning
Management Education and Research revisits
the foundations of management research and
education, suggests ways to redesign the
content taught to better fit the needs of firms
and society at large, and proposes actions and
concrete examples of what could be done to
restructure the institutional setting of the field
of management. This book calls for collective
strategies from management scholars to
influence some of the de facto regulation
mechanisms that have appeared over recent
years, such as business school rankings and the
race for publication in a narrow list of academic
journals. This book is also a plea for working on
those issues beyond the specificities of national
contexts to encompass a broader regional
perspective in order to reshape the rules of the
game in management education and research.
Teachers, researchers and deans, as well as
practitioners from all areas of business will find
this volume illuminating. It offers an ambitious
vision and a practical framework aimed squarely
at remaking management education and
research to be relevant to the demands of the
twenty-first century.
Risk Acceptability According to the Social
Sciences - Mary Douglas 2003
First published in 1985, Mary Douglas intended
Risk and Acceptabilityas a review of the existing
literature on the state of risk theory, she instead
uses the book to argue risk analysis from an

anthropological perspective.
Beyond The Risk Society: Critical Reflections On
Risk And Human Security - Mythen, Gabe
2006-08-01
Bringing together cutting edge academics and
researchers, Beyond the Risk Society provides
an understanding of the relevance and impact of
the concept of risk in various subject areas.
Contributions by domain experts critically
evaluate the way in which theoretical risk
perspectives have influenced their fields of
interest, offering the opportunity to reflect upon
the problems and possibilities for future work on
risk.
Communicating Risk - Jonathan Crichton
2016-01-05
We live in world increasingly shaped by risk, a
fact underscored by recent events in the
financial markets, science and technology,
environmental policy and biosecurity, law
enforcement and criminal justice. Risk
assessment has become a central concern of
governments, organisations and the professions,
and the communication of risk is a crucial part of
professional work. Exploring how risk is
discursively constructed across these domains is
therefore central to our understanding of how
professional practice affects people's lives.
Communicating Risk takes up this challenge,
with contributions from leading researchers and
practitioners that examine key issues of risk
communication across diverse professional
domains.
Risk in Social Science - Peter Taylor-Gooby
2006-10-05
This book is designed as an introduction to
recent social science work on risk and is
intended primarily for students in sociology,
social psychology, and psychology, although it
will also be useful for those studying political
science, government, public policy, and
economics. It is written by leading experts
actively involved in research in the field.
Perfecting Pregnancy - Isabel Karpin 2012-03-30
Examines the legislative oversight in the
regulation of prenatal and preimplantation
testing technologies across a number of
jurisdictions.
Risk Regulation and Administrative
Constitutionalism - Elizabeth C Fisher
2007-07-30
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Over the last decade the regulatory evaluation of
environmental and public health risks has been
one of the most legally controversial areas of
contemporary government activity. Much of that
debate has been understood as a conflict
between those promoting 'scientific' approaches
to risk evaluation and those promoting
'democratic' approaches. This characterization
of disputes has ignored the central roles of
public administration and law in technological
risk evaluation. This is problematic because, as
shown in this book, legal disputes over risk
evaluation are disputes over administrative
constitutionalism in that they are disputes over
what role law should play in constituting and
limiting the power of administrative risk
regulators. This is shown by five case studies
taken from five different legal cultures: an
analysis of the bifurcated role of the Southwood
Working Party in the UK BSE crisis; the
development of doctrines in relation to judicial
review of risk evaluation in the US in the 1970s;
the interpretation of the precautionary principle
by environmental courts and generalist tribunals
carrying out merits review in Australia; the
interpretation of the WTO Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Agreement as part of the WTO
dispute settlement process; and the
interpretation of the precautionary principle in
the EU context. A strong argument is thus made
for re-orienting the focus of scholarship in this
area.
Communicating Risks to the Public - R.E
Kasperson 2012-12-06
Risk communication: the evolution of attempts
Risk communication is at once a very new and a
very old field of interest. Risk analysis, as
Krimsky and Plough (1988:2) point out, dates
back at least to the Babylonians in 3200 BC.
Cultures have traditionally utilized a host of
mecha nisms for anticipating, responding to, and
communicating about hazards - as in food
avoidance, taboos, stigma of persons and places,
myths, migration, etc. Throughout history, trade
between places has necessitated labelling of
containers to indicate their contents. Seals at
sites of the ninth century BC Harappan
civilization of South Asia record the owner
and/or contents of the containers (Hadden,
1986:3). The Pure Food and Drug Act, the first
labelling law with national scope in the United

States, was passed in 1906. Common law
covering the workplace in a number of countries
has traditionally required that employers notify
workers about significant dangers that they
encounter on the job, an obligation formally
extended to chronic hazards in the OSHA's
Hazard Communication regulation of 1983 in the
United States. In this sense, risk communication
is probably the oldest way of risk manage ment.
However, it is only until recently that risk
communication has attracted the attention of
regulators as an explicit alternative to the by
now more common and formal approaches of
standard setting, insuring etc. (Baram, 1982).
Scientific Review of the Proposed Risk
Assessment Bulletin from the Office of
Management and Budget - National Research
Council 2007-04-16
Risk assessments are often used by the federal
government to estimate the risk the public may
face from such things as exposure to a chemical
or the potential failure of an engineered
structure, and they underlie many regulatory
decisions. Last January, the White House Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) issued a
draft bulletin for all federal agencies, which
included a new definition of risk assessment and
proposed standards aimed at improving federal
risk assessments. This National Research
Council report, written at the request of OMB,
evaluates the draft bulletin and supports its
overall goals of improving the quality of risk
assessments. However, the report concludes
that the draft bulletin is "fundamentally flawed"
from a scientific and technical standpoint and
should be withdrawn. Problems include an
overly broad definition of risk assessment in
conflict with long-established concepts and
practices, and an overly narrow definition of
adverse health effects -- one that considers only
clinically apparent effects to be adverse,
ignoring other biological changes that could lead
to health effects. The report also criticizes the
draft bulletin for focusing mainly on human
health risk assessments while neglecting
assessments of technology and engineered
structures.
Social Impact Analysis - Laurence R. Goldman
2020-08-21
This book addresses the nature, purpose and
processes associated with social impact analysis.
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Because resource development projects occur in
human as well as ecological environments,
stakeholders - landowners, companies and
governments - are compelled to ensure that the
benefits of any project are maximized while the
negative risks are minimized. Achieving such
objectives means implementing programs which
monitor and evaluate the ongoing effects of a
project on the social and cultural lives of the
impacted populace. This book aims to provide a
teaching and training resource for students,
social scientists (anthropologists, sociologists,
human geographers, environmentalists,
engineers, etc.) and indigenous personnel and
operators who are tasked with community affairs
programs in those countries where resource
development projects are implemented. The
constituent chapters provide how-to guides and
frameworks that are generously illustrated with
case studies drawn variously from North
America and the Asia-Pacific region. Topics
addressed include Legal Frameworks and
Compliance Procedures, Social Mapping,
Environmental Reports, Social and Economic
Impact Studies, Social Monitoring Techniques,
Project Development, Statistical Packages and
Report Production.This book is unique in so far
as it seeks to prioritize application over theory.
Moreover, it is the first training resource that is
sensitive to non-western indigenes' need to
assimilate and apply skills engendered by
Western countries.
The Sociology of Health and Illness - Peter
Conrad 2005
This collection of 49 readings offers an
integrated analysis of the most important issues
regarding health and health care from a critical
and sociological perspective. Substantive
introductions provide context for the readings.
With ten new and two revised essays, the
Seventh Edition contains more coverage of key
areas such as alternative medicine, the
pharmaceutical industry, and the relationship
between healthcare and politics.
Accident And Design - C. Hood 2003-09-02
An examination of different theoretical,
methodological and practical approaches
towards the management of risk. Seven
dimensions of the debate are identified, and the
case for each position is put forward, the whole
discussion being set in context and perspective.

This volume attempts to identify and juxtapose
the contested doctrines and underlying
assumptions in the field of risk management.
Social Work - Viviene E. Cree 2013-10-31
What are the key ideas that underpin social work
practice? This inspiring Reader brings together
some of the most significant ideas which have
informed social work practice over the last forty
years. Exploring these fundamental ideas, the
book includes commentaries that allow the
reader to understand the texts on their own
terms as well as to be aware of their relations to
each other and to the wider social work context.
An accessible introduction contextualises the
reader, summarising the main themes and
highlighting key issues. The book is then divided
into three main sections, each presenting key
texts which have contributed to the development
of: the profession of social work social work
knowledge and values social work skills and
practice. There is no settled view or easy
consensus about what social work is and should
be, and the ideas reflected in this volume are
themselves diverse and complex. The
contributions are drawn from a wide range of
perspectives: psychological, sociological,
philosophical, educational and political, as well
as perspectives which are grounded in the
experiences of practitioners and those who use
services. This important resource is essential
reading for all social work students.
Communication and Social Order - Niklas
Luhmann 1993
A great deal of attention has been devoted to
risk research. Sociologists in general have
limited themselves to varying recognitions of a
society at risk and have traced out the paths to
disaster. The detailed research has yet to be
undertaken. In Risk, now available in paperback,
Niklas Luhmann develops a theoretical program
for such research. His premise is that the
concept of risk projects essential aspects of our
description of the future onto the present. Risk
is conceived as the possibility of triggering
unexpected, unlikely, and detrimental
consequences by means of a decision
attributable to a decision maker.
Risk and Rationality - K. S. Shrader-Frechette
2022-05-27
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived
program, which commemorates University of
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California Press’s mission to seek out and
cultivate the brightest minds and give them
voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist
dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes highquality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible
once again using print-on-demand technology.
This title was originally published in 1991.
Toxic Town - Peter C. Little 2014-03-14
Shows the risks of high-tech pollution through a
study of an IBM plant's effects on a New York
town In 1924, IBM built its first plant in
Endicott, New York. Now, Endicott is a
contested toxic waste site. With its landscape
thoroughly contaminated by carcinogens,
Endicott is the subject of one of the nation’s
largest corporate-state mitigation efforts. Yet
despite the efforts of IBM and the U.S.
government, Endicott residents remain skeptical
that the mitigation systems employed were
designed with their best interests at heart. In
Toxic Town, Peter C. Little tracks and critically
diagnoses the experiences of Endicott residents
as they learn to live with high-tech pollution,
community transformation, scientific expertise,
corporate-state power, and risk mitigation
technologies. By weaving together the insights
of anthropology, political ecology, disaster
studies, and science and technology studies, the
book explores questions of theoretical and
practical import for understanding the politics of
risk and the ironies of technological disaster
response in a time when IBM’s stated mission is
to build a “Smarter Planet.” Little critically
reflects on IBM’s new corporate tagline, arguing
for a political ecology of corporate social and
environmental responsibility and accountability
that places the social and environmental politics
of risk mitigation front and center. Ultimately,
Little argues that we will need much more than
hollow corporate taglines, claims of corporate
responsibility, and attempts to mitigate hightech disasters to truly build a smarter planet.
Communities of Fate - Charles E. Marske 1991
Risk is always present; only the probabilities of
risk vary. Communities of Fate offers an
opportunity to deepen our understanding of the
social origins and organization of risk. By
emphasizing the social aspects of risk and
illustrating the range of circumstances in which
risk is not only socially defined but socially
created, the author helps demonstrate the extent

to which reducing risk is not a technical
problem, but, within Habermas' framework, a
practical one. In short, how do we encourage all
people, including those predisposed to technical
solutions, to appreciate the extent to which risk
is socially constructed and, thus, to join the
socio-political struggle to reduce it where that is
possible? Contents: Introduction; Theoretical
Frameworks-The Classical Statements;
Theoretical Frameworks-The Contemporary
Statements; Empirical Case Studies of Risk;
Policy Implications.
Risk Assessment in Setting National
Priorities - James J. Bonin 2013-03-08
The growing perception of the public and
politicians that life is extremely risky has led to a
dramatic and increasing interest in risk analysis.
The risks may be very diverse as demonstrated
by the range of subjects covered at the annual
meetings of the Society for Risk Analysis. There
is a need to pause and see how well the present
approaches are serving the nation. The theme,
"Setting National Priorities," which was chosen
for the 1987 SRA Annual Meeting, reflects the
concern that in dealing with individual kinds of
risks, society may be more concerned with the
trees than the forest. It is surprising how little
attention is being given to the holistic aspects of
risk. Who, for instance, is responsible for a
national strategy to manage the reduction of
health or other risks? Individual agencies have
the responsibility for specific patterns of
exposure, but these are not integrated and
balanced to determine how the nation as a whole
can obtain the greatest benefit for the very large
investment which is made in risk-related
research and analysis.
Risk in Social Science - Peter Taylor-Gooby
2006-10-05
Intended for students and scholars from the
social sciences, this is an introduction to work
on risk. It discusses the basic issues in risk
research, and examines some of the key themes
in this field, looking at topics such as the media,
crime, the environment, and social inequality.
Social Science and Sustainability - Iain Walker
2017-06-01
Sustainability policies shape the ways that
society and the economy interact with the
environment, natural resources and ecosystems,
and address issues such as water, energy and
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food security, and climate change. These policies
are complex and are, at times, obscured by
contestation, uncertainty and sometimes
ignorance. Ultimately, sustainability problems
are social problems and they need to be
addressed through social and policy change.
Social Science and Sustainability draws on the
wide-ranging experience of CSIRO’s social
scientists in the sustainability policy domain.
These researchers have extensive experience in
addressing complex issues of society–nature
relationships, usually in interdisciplinary
collaboration with natural scientists. This book
describes some of the evidence-based concepts,
frameworks and methodologies they have
developed, which may guide a transition to
sustainability. Contributions range from
exploring ways to enhance livelihoods and
alleviate poverty, to examining Australians’
responses to climate change, to discussing
sociological perspectives on sustainability and
how to make policy relevant. Researchers,
policy-makers and decision-makers around the
globe will find this book a valuable and thoughtprovoking contribution to the sustainability
literature. It is also suited to academics and
students in postgraduate-level courses in social
sciences and sustainability, or in courses in
applied sociology, applied social psychology and
other applied social sciences.
The Development of Child Protection Law and
Policy - Kieran Walsh 2020-04-02
This book examines how child protection law has
been shaped by the transition to late modernity
and how it copes with the ever-changing concept
of risk. The book traces the evolution of the
contemporary child protection system through
historical changes, assessing the factors that
have influenced the development of legal
responses to abuse over a 130-year period. It
does so by focussing on the Republic of Ireland
where child protection has become emblematic
of wider social change. The work draws on a
wide range of primary and secondary sources
including legislation, case law and official and
media reports of child protection inquiries. It
also utilises insights developed through an
extensive examination of parliamentary debates
on child protection matters. These materials are
assessed through the lens of critical discourse
analysis to explore the relationship between law,

social policy and social theory as they effect
child protection. While the book utilises
primarily Irish sources, this multidisciplinary
approach ensures the argument has
international applicability. The book will be a
valuable resource for all those with an interest
in the development of child protection law.
Encyclopedia of Social Theory - Austin
Harrington 2012-12-06
The Encyclopedia of Social Theory contains over
500 entries varying from concise definitions of
key terms and short biographies of key theorists
to comprehensive surveys of leading concepts,
debates, themes and schools. The object of the
Encyclopedia has been to give thorough
coverage of the central topics in theoretical
sociology as well as terms and concepts in the
methodology and philosophy of social science.
Although 106 theorists are given entries, the
emphasis of the work is on the elucidation of
ideas rather than intellectual biography. The
Encyclopedia covers the leading contemporary
domains of debate on social theory and the
classical legacies of social thinkers from the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, giving
proper balance to both the European and North
American traditions and to important new
developments in the global self-understanding of
sociology. Social theory has become one of the
most vigorous specialisms of sociology in recent
years. This is in part due to the considerable
overlaps of social theory with other disciplinary
areas, such as cultural and media studies,
anthropology, and political theory, and to the
cross-disciplinary nature of theoretical
approaches such as feminism and
psychoanalysis, and new fields such as
postcolonial studies. The editors have therefore
worked to produce in the Encyclopedia of Social
Theory a first-call reference for students and
researchers across the social sciences and
humanities with an interest in contemporary
theory and the modern history of ideas. The
Encyclopedia has been authored by leading
international specialists in the field under the
direction of a well-balanced editorial team. It is
comprehensively cross-referenced and all larger
entries carry bibliographies. There is a full
index.
Familial Fitness - Sandra M. Sufian 2022-01-21
The first social history of disability and
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difference in American adoption, from the
Progressive Era to the end of the twentieth
century. Disability and child welfare, together
and apart, are major concerns in American
society. Today, about 125,000 children in foster
care are eligible and waiting for adoption, and
while many children wait more than two years to
be adopted, children with disabilities wait even
longer. In Familial Fitness, Sandra M. Sufian
uncovers how disability operates as a
fundamental category in the making of the
American family, tracing major shifts in policy,
practice, and attitudes about the adoptability of
disabled children over the course of the

twentieth century. Chronicling the long, complex
history of disability, Familial Fitness explores
how notions and practices of adoption have—and
haven’t—accommodated disability, and how the
language of risk enters into that complicated
relationship. We see how the field of adoption
moved from widely excluding children with
disabilities in the early twentieth century to
partially including them at its close. As Sufian
traces this historical process, she examines the
forces that shaped, and continue to shape,
access to the social institution of family and
invites readers to rethink the meaning of family
itself.
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