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Putin is stagnating” (Financial Times). From Kaliningrad on the Baltic to the Russian Far East, journalist
Ben Judah has traveled throughout Russia and the former Soviet republics, conducting extensive interviews
with President Vladimir Putin’s friends, foes, and colleagues, government officials, business tycoons,
mobsters, and ordinary Russian citizens. Fragile Empire is the fruit of Judah’s thorough research: A probing
assessment of Putin’s rise to power and what it has meant for Russia and her people. Despite a propaganda
program intent on maintaining the cliché of stability, Putin’s regime was suddenly confronted in December
2011 by a highly public protest movement that told a different side of the story. Judah argues that Putinism
has brought economic growth to Russia but also weaker institutions, and this contradiction leads to
instability. The author explores both Putin’s successes and his failed promises, taking into account the
impact of a new middle class and a new generation, the Internet, social activism, and globalization on the
president’s impending leadership crisis. Can Russia avoid the crisis of Putinism? Judah offers original and
up-to-the-minute answers. “[A] dynamic account of the rise (and fall-in-progress) of Russian President
Vladimir Putin.” —Publishers Weekly “[Judah] shuttles to and fro across Russia’s vast terrain, finding
criminals, liars, fascists and crooked politicians, as well as the occasional saintly figure.” —The Economist
“His lively account of his remote adventures forms the most enjoyable part of Fragile Empire, and puts me
in mind of Chekhov’s famous 1890 journey to Sakhalin Island.” —The Guardian
Putin's Kleptocracy - Karen Dawisha 2015-09-22
The raging question in the world today is who is the real Vladimir Putin and what are his intentions. Karen
Dawisha’s brilliant Putin’s Kleptocracy provides an answer, describing how Putin got to power, the cabal he
brought with him, the billions they have looted, and his plan to restore the Greater Russia. Russian scholar
Dawisha describes and exposes the origins of Putin’s kleptocratic regime. She presents extensive new
evidence about the Putin circle’s use of public positions for personal gain even before Putin became
president in 2000. She documents the establishment of Bank Rossiya, now sanctioned by the US; the rise of
the Ozero cooperative, founded by Putin and others who are now subject to visa bans and asset freezes; the
links between Putin, Petromed, and “Putin’s Palace” near Sochi; and the role of security officials from
Putin’s KGB days in Leningrad and Dresden, many of whom have maintained their contacts with Russian
organized crime. Putin’s Kleptocracy is the result of years of research into the KGB and the various Russian
crime syndicates. Dawisha’s sources include Stasi archives; Russian insiders; investigative journalists in the
US, Britain, Germany, Finland, France, and Italy; and Western officials who served in Moscow. Russian
journalists wrote part of this story when the Russian media was still free. “Many of them died for this story,
and their work has largely been scrubbed from the Internet, and even from Russian libraries,” Dawisha
says. “But some of that work remains.”
In Wartime - Tim Judah 2016-10-11
From one of the finest journalists of our time comes a definitive, boots-on-the-ground dispatch from the
front lines of the conflict in Ukraine. “Essential for anyone who wants to understand events in Ukraine and
what they portend for the West.”—The Wall Street Journal Ever since Ukraine’s violent 2014 revolution,
followed by Russia’s annexation of Crimea, the country has been at war. Misinformation reigns, more than
two million people have been displaced, and Ukrainians fight one another on a second front—the crucial
war against corruption. With In Wartime, Tim Judah lays bare the events that have turned neighbors
against one another and mired Europe’s second-largest country in a conflict seemingly without end. In Lviv,

The Compatriots - Andrei Soldatov 2019-10-08
The authors of The Red Web examine the shifting role of Russian expatriates throughout history, and their
complicated, unbreakable relationship with the mother country--be it antagonistic or far too chummy. The
history of Russian espionage is soaked in blood, from a spontaneous pistol shot that killed a secret
policeman in Romania in 1924 to the attempt to poison an exiled KGB colonel in Salisbury, England, in
2017. Russian émigrés have found themselves continually at the center of the mayhem. Russians began
leaving the country in big numbers in the late nineteenth century, fleeing pogroms, tsarist secret police
persecution, and the Revolution, then Stalin and the KGB--and creating the third-largest diaspora in the
world. The exodus created a rare opportunity for the Kremlin. Moscow's masters and spymasters fostered
networks of spies, many of whom were emigrants driven from Russia. By the 1930s and 1940s, dozens of
spies were in New York City gathering information for Moscow. But the story did not end with the collapse
of the Soviet Union. Some émigrés have turned into assets of the resurgent Russian nationalist state, while
others have taken up the dissident challenge once more--at their personal peril. From Trotsky to Litvinenko,
The Compatriots is the gripping history of Russian score-settling around the world.
All the Kremlin's Men - Mikhail Zygar 2016-09-06
An extraordinary behind-the-scenes portrait of the court of Vladimir Putin, the oligarchs that surround it,
and the many moods of modern Russia that reads like a "real House of Cards"(Lev Lurie). All the Kremlin's
Men is a gripping narrative of an accidental king and a court out of control. Based on an unprecedented
series of interviews with Vladimir Putin's inner circle, this book presents a radically different view of power
and politics in Russia. The image of Putin as a strongman is dissolved. In its place is a weary figurehead
buffeted--if not controlled--by the men who at once advise and deceive him. The regional governors and
bureaucratic leaders are immovable objects, far more powerful in their fiefdoms than the president himself.
So are the gatekeepers-those officials who guard the pathways to power-on whom Putin depends as much
as they rely on him. The tenuous edifice is filled with all of the intrigue and plotting of a Medici court, as
enemies of the state are invented and wars begun to justify personal gains, internal rivalries, or one
faction's biased advantage. A bestseller in Russia, All the Kremlin's Men is a shocking revisionist portrait of
the Putin era and a dazzling reconstruction of the machinations of courtiers running riot.
Orders to Kill - Amy Knight 2018-02-01
Ever since Vladimir Putin came to power in Russia, his critics have turned up dead on a regular basis.
According to Amy Knight, this is no coincidence. In Orders to Kill, the KGB scholar ties dozens of victims
together to expose a campaign of political murder during Putin’s reign that even includes terrorist attacks
such as the Boston Marathon bombing. Russia is no stranger to political murder, from the tsars to the
Soviets to the Putin regime, during which many journalists, activists and political opponents have been
killed. Kremlin defenders like to say, “There is no proof,” however convenient these deaths have been for
Putin, and, unsurprisingly, because he controls all investigations, Putin is never seen holding a smoking
gun. Orders to Kill is a story long hidden in plain sight with huge ramifications.
In My Father's Court - Isaac Bashevis Singer 1966
An autobiographical collection of episodes remembered by the son of a rabbi
Fragile Empire - Ben Judah 2013-04-15
“A beautifully written and very lively study of Russia that argues that the political order created by Vladimir
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Ukraine’s western cultural capital, mothers tend the graves of sons killed on the other side of the country.
On the Maidan, the square where the protests that deposed President Yanukovych began, pamphleteers,
recruiters, buskers, and mascots compete for attention. In Donetsk, civilians who cheered Russia’s
President Vladimir Putin find their hopes crushed as they realize they have been trapped in the twilight
zone of a frozen conflict. Judah talks to everyone from politicians to poets, pensioners, and historians.
Listening to their clashing explanations, he interweaves their stories to create a sweeping, tragic portrait of
a country fighting a war of independence from Russia—twenty-five years after the collapse of the USSR.
Winter Is Coming - Garry Kasparov 2015-10-27
The stunning story of Russia's slide back into a dictatorship-and how the West is now paying the price for
allowing it to happen. The ascension of Vladimir Putin-a former lieutenant colonel of the KGB-to the
presidency of Russia in 1999 was a strong signal that the country was headed away from democracy. Yet in
the intervening years-as America and the world's other leading powers have continued to appease himPutin has grown not only into a dictator but an internationalthreat. With his vast resources and nuclear
arsenal, Putin is at the center of a worldwide assault on political liberty and the modern world order. For
Garry Kasparov, none of this is news. He has been a vocal critic of Putin for over a decade, even leading the
pro-democracy opposition to him in the farcical 2008 presidential election. Yet years of seeing his
Cassandra-like prophecies about Putin's intentions fulfilled have left Kasparov with a darker truth: Putin's
Russia, like ISIS or Al Qaeda, defines itself in opposition to the free countries of the world. As Putin has
grown ever more powerful, the threat he poses has grown from local to regional and finally to global. In this
urgent book, Kasparov shows that the collapse of the Soviet Union was not an endpoint-only a change of
seasons, as the Cold War melted into a new spring. But now, after years of complacency and poor
judgment, winter is once again upon us. Argued with the force of Kasparov's world-class intelligence,
conviction, and hopes for his home country, Winter Is Coming reveals Putin for what he is: an existential
danger hiding in plain sight.
Freezing Order - Bill Browder 2022-04-12
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Following his explosive New York Times bestseller Red Notice, Bill
Browder returns with another gripping thriller chronicling how he became Vladimir Putin’s number one
enemy by exposing Putin’s campaign to steal and launder hundreds of billions of dollars and kill anyone
who stands in his way. When Bill Browder’s young Russian lawyer, Sergei Magnitsky, was beaten to death
in a Moscow jail, Browder made it his life’s mission to go after his killers and make sure they faced justice.
The first step of that mission was to uncover who was behind the $230 million tax refund scheme that
Magnitsky was killed over. As Browder and his team tracked the money as it flowed out of Russia through
the Baltics and Cyprus and on to Western Europe and the Americas, they were shocked to discover that
Vladimir Putin himself was a beneficiary of the crime. As law enforcement agencies began freezing the
money, Putin retaliated. He and his cronies set up honey traps, hired process servers to chase Browder
through cities, murdered more of his Russian allies, and enlisted some of the top lawyers and politicians in
America to bring him down. Putin will stop at nothing to protect his money. As Freezing Order reveals, it
was Browder’s campaign to expose Putin’s corruption that prompted Russia’s intervention in the 2016 US
presidential election. At once a financial caper, an international adventure, and a passionate plea for
justice, Freezing Order is a stirring morality tale about how one man can take on one of the most ruthless
villains in the world—and win.
Age of Delirium - David Satter 2008-10-01
The first state in history to be based explicitly on atheism, the Soviet Union endowed itself with the
attributes of God. In this book, David Satter shows through individual stories what it meant to construct an
entire state on the basis of a false idea, how people were forced to act out this fictitious reality, and the
tragic human cost of the Soviet attempt to remake reality by force. “I had almost given up hope that any
American could depict the true face of Russia and Soviet rule. In David Satter’s Age of Delirium, the world
has received a chronicle of the calvary of the Russian people under communism that will last for
generations.†?—Vladimir Voinovich, author of The Life and Extraordinary Adventures of Private Ivan
Chonkin “Spellbinding. . . . Gives one a visceral feel for what it was like to be trapped by the communist
system.†?—Jack Matlock, Washington Post “Satter deserves our gratitude. . . . He is an astute observer of
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people, with an eye for essential detail and for human behavior in a universe wholly different from his own
experience in America.†?—Walter Laqueur, Wall Street Journal “Every page of this splendid and eloquent
and impassioned book reflects an extraordinarily acute understanding of the Soviet system.†?—Jacob
Heilbrunn, Washington Times
Between Two Fires - Joshua Yaffa 2020
Yaffa introduces us to some of contemporary Russia's most remarkable figures who have built their careers
and constructed their identities in the shadow of the Putin system. Torn between their own ambitions and
the omnipresent demands of the state, each walks an individual path of compromise. They understand that
their dreams are best-- or only-- realized through varying degrees of cooperation with the Russian
government. By showing how citizens shape their lives around the demands of a capricious and frequently
repressive state-- as often by choice as under threat of force-- Yaffa offers urgent lessons about the true
nature of modern authoritarianism. -- adapted from jacket
The Red Web - Andrei Soldatov 2015-09-08
Half of Russia's email traffic passes through an ordinary-looking building in an otherwise residential district
of South West Moscow. On the eighth floor, in here a room occupied by the FSB, the successor organization
to the KGB, is a box the size of a VHS player, marked SORM. SORM once intercepted just phone calls. Now
it monitors emails, internet usage, Skype, and all social networks. It is the world's most intrusive listening
device, and it is the Russian Government's front line for the battle of the future of the internet. Drawn from
scores of interviews personally conducted with numerous prominent officials in in the ministry of
communications and web-savvy activists challenging the state, Andrei Soldatov and Irina Borogan's fearless
investigative reporting inThe Red Web is both harrowing and alarming. They explain the long and storied
history of Russian advanced surveillance systems, from research laboratories in Soviet era labor camps to
the legalization of government monitoring of all telephone and internet communications in 1995. But for
every hacker subcontracted by the FSB to interfere with Russia's antagonists abroadsuch as those who in a
massive Denial of Service attack overwhelmed the entire internet in neighboring Estoniathere is a radical
or an opportunist who is using the web to chip away at the power of the state at home. Empowered by
communication enabled by social media, a community of activists, editors, programmers and others are
finding ways to challenge abusive state powers online. Alexei Navalny used his LiveJournal to expose
political corruption in Russian, and gained a viral following after attacking Putin's party of crooks and
thieves.” Grigory Melkonyants, deputy director of the nation's only independent election watchdog
organization, developed a visual that tracked and mapped voter fraud across the country. And on December
10th, 2011 50,000 people crowded Bolotnaya Square to protest United Russia and its lawless practices.
Twenty-four-year-old Ilya Klishin had used Facebook to spark the largest organized demonstration in
Moscow since the dying days of the Soviet Union. The internet in Russia is either the most efficient
totalitarian tool or the very device by which totalitarianism will be overthrown. Perhaps both. The Red Web
exposes how easily a free global exchange can be splintered coerced into becoming a tool of geopolitical
warfare. Without much-needed activism or regulation, the Internet will no longer be a safe and egalitarian
public forumbut instead a site Balkanized and policed to suit the interests and agendas of the world's most
hostile governments.
The Best of Times, The Worst of Times - Michael Burleigh 2017-11-02
In the decades since the end of the Second World War, it has been widely assumed that the western model
of liberal democracy and free trade is the way the world should be governed. However, events in the early
years of the twenty-first century – first, the 2003 war with Iraq and its chaotic aftermath and, second, the
financial crash of 2008 – have threatened the general acceptance that continued progress under the benign
(or sometimes not so benign) gaze of the western powers is the only way forwards. And as America turns
inwards and Europe is beset by austerity politics and populist nationalism, the post-war consensus looks
less and less secure. But is this really the worst of times? In a forensic examination of the world we now live
in, acclaimed historian Michael Burleigh sets out to answer that question. Who could have imagined that
China would champion globalization and lead the battle on climate change? Or that post-Soviet Russia
might present a greater threat to the world’s stability than ISIS? And while we may be on the cusp of still
more dramatic change, perhaps the risks will – in time – bring not only change but a wholly positive
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transformation. Incisive, robust and always insightful, The Best of Times, The Worst of Times by Michael
Burleigh is both a dazzling tour d’horizon of the world as it is today and a surprisingly optimistic vision of
the world as it might become.
Red Notice - Bill Browder 2015-02-03
Freezing Order, the follow-up to Red Notice, is available now! “[Red Notice] does for investing in Russia
and the former Soviet Union what Liar’s Poker did for our understanding of Salomon Brothers, Wall Street,
and the mortgage-backed securities business in the 1980s. Browder’s business saga meshes well with the
story of corruption and murder in Vladimir Putin’s Russia, making Red Notice an early candidate for any list
of the year’s best books” (Fortune). “Part John Grisham-like thriller, part business and political memoir.”
—The New York Times This is a story about an accidental activist. Bill Browder started out his adult life as
the Wall Street maverick whose instincts led him to Russia just after the breakup of the Soviet Union,
where he made his fortune. Along the way he exposed corruption, and when he did, he barely escaped with
his life. His Russian lawyer Sergei Magnitsky wasn’t so lucky: he ended up in jail, where he was tortured to
death. That changed Browder forever. He saw the murderous heart of the Putin regime and has spent the
last half decade on a campaign to expose it. Because of that, he became Putin’s number one enemy,
especially after Browder succeeded in having a law passed in the United States—The Magnitsky Act—that
punishes a list of Russians implicated in the lawyer’s murder. Putin famously retaliated with a law that bans
Americans from adopting Russian orphans. A financial caper, a crime thriller, and a political crusade, Red
Notice is the story of one man taking on overpowering odds to change the world, and also the story of how,
without intending to, he found meaning in his life.
The Avoidable War - Kevin Rudd 2022-03-22
A war between China and the US would be catastrophic, deadly, and destructive. Unfortunately, it is no
longer unthinkable. The relationship between the US and China, the world’s two superpowers, is peculiarly
volatile. It rests on a seismic fault—of cultural misunderstanding, historical grievance, and ideological
incompatibility. No other nations are so quick to offend and be offended. Their militaries play a dangerous
game of chicken, corporations steal intellectual property, intelligence satellites peer, and AI technicians
plot. The capacity for either country to cross a fatal line grows daily. Kevin Rudd, a former Australian prime
minister who has studied, lived in, and worked with China for more than forty years, is one of the very few
people who can offer real insight into the mindsets of the leadership whose judgment will determine if a
war will be fought. The Avoidable War demystifies the actions of both sides, explaining and translating
them for the benefit of the other. Geopolitical disaster is still avoidable, but only if these two giants can find
a way to coexist without betraying their core interests through what Rudd calls “managed strategic
competition.” Should they fail, down that path lies the possibility of a war that could rewrite the future of
both countries, and the world.
The Kremlin Playbook - Heather A. Conley 2016-10-27
Russia has cultivated an opaque web of economic and political patronage across the Central and Eastern
European region that the Kremlin uses to influence and direct decisionmaking. This report from the CSIS
Europe Program, in partnership with the Bulgarian Center for the Study of Democracy, is the result of a 16month study on the nature of Russian influence in five case countries: Hungary, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Latvia,
and Serbia.
All that is Solid Melts Into Air - Marshall Berman 1983
The experience of modernization -- the dizzying social changes that swept millions of people into the
capitalist world -- and modernism in art, literature and architecture are brilliantly integrated in this
account.
The Man Without a Face - Masha Gessen 2013-03-05
Documents the Russian prime minister's rapid ascent from a low-level KGB operative to the presidency,
describing his selection by an ailing Boris Yeltsin's oligarchy and the ways in which the author believes that
his views and ambitions have renewed Russia's threatening position to its citizens and the world. By the
author of Perfect Rigor. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
Russian Roulette - Michael Isikoff 2018-03-13
The incredible, harrowing account of how American democracy was hacked by Moscow as part of a covert
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operation to influence the U.S. election and help Donald Trump gain the presidency. "Russian Roulette
is...the most thorough and riveting account." -- The New York Times Russian Roulette is a story of political
skullduggery unprecedented in American history. It weaves together tales of international intrigue, cyber
espionage, and superpower rivalry. After U.S.-Russia relations soured, as Vladimir Putin moved to reassert
Russian strength on the global stage, Moscow trained its best hackers and trolls on U.S. political targets
and exploited WikiLeaks to disseminate information that could affect the 2016 election. The Russians were
wildly successful and the great break-in of 2016 was no "third-rate burglary." It was far more sophisticated
and sinister -- a brazen act of political espionage designed to interfere with American democracy. At the
end of the day, Trump, the candidate who pursued business deals in Russia, won. And millions of Americans
were left wondering, what the hell happened? This story of high-tech spying and multiple political feuds is
told against the backdrop of Trump's strange relationship with Putin and the curious ties between members
of his inner circle -- including Paul Manafort and Michael Flynn -- and Russia. Russian Roulette chronicles
and explores this bizarre scandal, explains the stakes, and answers one of the biggest questions in
American politics: How and why did a foreign government infiltrate the country's political process and gain
influence in Washington?
The Oligarchs - David E. Hoffman 2011-09-13
In this saga of brilliant triumphs and magnificent failures, David E. Hoffman, the former Moscow bureau
chief for the Washington Post, sheds light on the hidden lives of Russia's most feared power brokers: the
oligarchs. Focusing on six of these ruthless men— Alexander Smolensky, Yuri Luzhkov, Anatoly Chubais,
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, Boris Berezovsky, and Vladimir Gusinsky—Hoffman shows how a rapacious, unruly
capitalism was born out of the ashes of Soviet communism.
Putin's Master Plan - Douglas E. Schoen 2016-09-27
Vladimir Putin has a master plan to destroy Europe, divide NATO, reclaim Russian influence in the world,
and most of all to marginalize the United States and the West in order to achieve regional hegemony and
global power. Putin’s unified strategy and vision for Europe has not been thoroughly discussed or
articulated in any meaningful way until now. Putin’s Master Plan is the first comprehensive attempt to
systematically explain Putin’s global strategy, which could inevitably and inexorably lead to the breakup of
the NATO alliance, and potentially to war with the West. Currently, the West has no strategy, no plan, and
no tactics to confront Putin’s master plan other than imposing limited economic sanctions, which have done
little to deter Putin's aggression—and may well have encouraged and facilitated it. The viewpoint taken
here is not just alarmism, but an accurate and, for the first time, clear and sober portrayal of a frightening
situation that, more and more, serious observers of European and Russian politics are openly recognizing
and acknowledging. Putin’s Master Plan makes the case that it is essential to wake up to Putin’s strategy to
destroy Europe, divide NATO, and build a new empire in the former Soviet Union. Russia has demonstrated
an extraordinary level of aggression, most boldly in its outright invasions of Georgia and Ukraine. American
weakness and a divided Europe have left Russia’s terrified neighbors without an alternative to Russian
domination, and even once-stalwart American allies such as the Republic of Georgia are on the brink of
becoming part of Putin’s new empire in Europe. Putin has made it clear that he sees NATO expansion as a
fundamental threat to Russian nationhood, and he is systematically challenging the NATO Alliance as well
as the United States. So far, he is winning.
All the Kremlin's Men - Mikhail Zygar 2016-09-06
An extraordinary behind-the-scenes portrait of the court of Vladimir Putin, the oligarchs that surround it,
and the many moods of modern Russia that reads like a "real House of Cards"(Lev Lurie). All the Kremlin's
Men is a gripping narrative of an accidental king and a court out of control. Based on an unprecedented
series of interviews with Vladimir Putin's inner circle, this book presents a radically different view of power
and politics in Russia. The image of Putin as a strongman is dissolved. In its place is a weary figurehead
buffeted -- if not controlled -- by the men who at once advise and deceive him. The regional governors and
bureaucratic leaders are immovable objects, far more powerful in their fiefdoms than the president himself.
So are the gatekeepers-those officials who guard the pathways to power-on whom Putin depends as much
as they rely on him. The tenuous edifice is filled with all of the intrigue and plotting of a Medici court, as
enemies of the state are invented and wars begun to justify personal gains, internal rivalries, or one
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faction's biased advantage. A bestseller in Russia, All the Kremlin's Men is a shocking revisionist portrait of
the Putin era and a dazzling reconstruction of the machinations of courtiers running riot.
We Need to Talk About Putin - Mark Galeotti 2019-02-21
'Galeotti sketches a bleak, but convincing picture of the man in the Kremlin and the political system that he
dominates' - The Times Meet the world's most dangerous man. Who is the real Vladimir Putin? What does
he want? And what will he do next? Despite the millions of words written on Putin's Russia, the West still
fails to truly understand one of the world's most powerful politicians, whose influence spans the globe and
whose networks of power reach into the very heart of our daily lives. In this essential primer, Professor
Mark Galeotti uncovers the man behind the myth, addressing the key misperceptions of Putin and
explaining how we can decipher his motivations and next moves. From Putin's early life in the KGB and his
real relationship with the USA to his vision for the future of Russia - and the world - Galeotti draws on new
Russian sources and explosive unpublished accounts to give unparalleled insight into the man at the heart
of global politics.
Russia's New Authoritarianism - David G. Lewis 2020-03-27
David G. Lewis explores the transformation of Russian domestic politics and foreign policy under Vladimir
Putin. Using contemporary case studies - including Russia's legal system, the annexation of Crimea and
Russian policy in Syria - he critically examines Russia's new authoritarian political ideology.
The Empire Must Die - Mikhail Zygar 2017-11-07
From Tolstoy to Lenin, from Diaghilev to Stalin, The Empire Must Die is a tragedy of operatic proportions
with a cast of characters that ranges from the exotic to utterly villainous, the glamorous to the depraved. In
1912, Russia experienced a flowering of liberalism and tolerance that placed it at the forefront of the
modern world: women were fighting for the right to vote in the elections for the newly empowered
parliament, Russian art and culture was the envy of Europe and America, there was a vibrant free press
and intellectual life. But a fatal flaw was left uncorrected: Russia's exuberant experimental moment took
place atop a rotten foundation. The old imperial order, in place for three hundred years, still held the nation
in thrall. Its princes, archdukes, and generals bled the country dry during the First World War and by 1917
the only consensus was that the Empire must die. Mikhail Zygar's dazzling, in-the-moment retelling of the
two decades that prefigured the death of the Tsar, his family, and the entire imperial edifice is a captivating
drama of what might have been versus what was subsequently seen as inevitable. A monumental piece of
political theater that only Russia was capable of enacting, the fall of the Russian Empire changed the
course of the twentieth century and eerily anticipated the mood of the twenty-first.
Russia Without Putin - Tony Wood 2018-11-20
How the West’s obsession with Vladimir Putin prevents it from understanding Russia It is impossible to
think of Russia today without thinking of Vladimir Putin. More than any other major national leader, he
personifies his country in the eyes of the world, and dominates Western media coverage. In Russia itself, he
is likewise the centre of attention both for his supporters and his detractors. But, as Tony Wood argues, this
focus on Russia’s president gets in the way of any real understanding of the country. The West needs to
shake off its obsession with Putin and look beyond the Kremlin walls. In this timely and provocative
analysis, Wood explores the profound changes Russia has undergone since 1991. In the process, he
challenges several common assumptions made about contemporary Russia. Against the idea that Putin
represents a return to Soviet authoritarianism, Wood argues that his rule should be seen as a continuation
of Yeltsin’s in the 1990s. The core features of Putinism—a predatory elite presiding over a vastly unequal
society—are in fact integral to the system set in place after the fall of Communism. Wood also overturns the
standard view of Russia’s foreign policy, identifying the fundamental loss of power and influence that has
underpinned recent clashes with the West. Russia without Putin concludes by assessing the current
regime’s prospects, and looks ahead to what the future may hold for the country.
All the Kremlin's Men - Mikhail Zygar 2016-09-06
"Charting the transformation of Vladimir Putin from a passionate fan of the West and a liberal reformer into
a hurt and introverted outcast, All the Kremlin's Men is a historical detective story, full of intrigue and
conspiracy. This is the story of the political battles that have taken place in the court of Vladimir Putin since
his rise to power, and a chronicle of friendship and hatred between the Russian leader and his foreign
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partners and opponents..."-Putin's People - Catherine Belton 2020-06-23
A New York Times and Sunday Times bestseller | A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice Named a
best book of the year by The Economist | Financial Times | New Statesman | The Telegraph "[Putin's
People] will surely now become the definitive account of the rise of Putin and Putinism." —Anne
Applebaum, The Atlantic "This riveting, immaculately researched book is arguably the best single volume
written about Putin, the people around him and perhaps even about contemporary Russia itself in the past
three decades." —Peter Frankopan, Financial Times Interference in American elections. The sponsorship of
extremist politics in Europe. War in Ukraine. In recent years, Vladimir Putin’s Russia has waged a
concerted campaign to expand its influence and undermine Western institutions. But how and why did all
this come about, and who has orchestrated it? In Putin’s People, the investigative journalist and former
Moscow correspondent Catherine Belton reveals the untold story of how Vladimir Putin and the small group
of KGB men surrounding him rose to power and looted their country. Delving deep into the workings of
Putin’s Kremlin, Belton accesses key inside players to reveal how Putin replaced the freewheeling tycoons
of the Yeltsin era with a new generation of loyal oligarchs, who in turn subverted Russia’s economy and
legal system and extended the Kremlin's reach into the United States and Europe. The result is a chilling
and revelatory exposé of the KGB’s revanche—a story that begins in the murk of the Soviet collapse, when
networks of operatives were able to siphon billions of dollars out of state enterprises and move their spoils
into the West. Putin and his allies subsequently completed the agenda, reasserting Russian power while
taking control of the economy for themselves, suppressing independent voices, and launching covert
influence operations abroad. Ranging from Moscow and London to Switzerland and Brooklyn’s Brighton
Beach—and assembling a colorful cast of characters to match—Putin’s People is the definitive account of
how hopes for the new Russia went astray, with stark consequences for its inhabitants and, increasingly,
the world.
Mr. Putin - Fiona Hill 2015-02-02
From the KGB to the Kremlin: a multidimensional portrait of the man at war with the West. Where do
Vladimir Putin's ideas come from? How does he look at the outside world? What does he want, and how far
is he willing to go? The great lesson of the outbreak of World War I in 1914 was the danger of misreading
the statements, actions, and intentions of the adversary. Today, Vladimir Putin has become the greatest
challenge to European security and the global world order in decades. Russia's 8,000 nuclear weapons
underscore the huge risks of not understanding who Putin is. Featuring five new chapters, this new edition
dispels potentially dangerous misconceptions about Putin and offers a clear-eyed look at his objectives. It
presents Putin as a reflection of deeply ingrained Russian ways of thinking as well as his unique personal
background and experience. Praise for the first edition If you want to begin to understand Russia today,
read this book. —Sir John Scarlett, former chief of the British Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) For anyone
wishing to understand Russia's evolution since the breakup of the Soviet Union and its trajectory since
then, the book you hold in your hand is an essential guide.—John McLaughlin, former deputy director of
U.S. Central Intelligence Of the many biographies of Vladimir Putin that have appeared in recent years, this
one is the most useful. —Foreign Affairs This is not just another Putin biography. It is a psychological
portrait. —The Financial Times Q: Do you have time to read books? If so, which ones would you
recommend? "My goodness, let's see. There's Mr. Putin, by Fiona Hill and Clifford Gaddy. Insightful."
—Vice President Joseph Biden in Joe Biden: The Rolling Stone Interview.
The Cardinal of the Kremlin - Tom Clancy 2013-10-29
In this electrifying #1 New York Times bestselling thriller from Tom Clancy, a silent war between the USA
and Russia will decide the fate of the world—and Jack Ryan is behind enemy lines. Two men possess vital
data on Russia’s Star Wars missile defense system. One of them is CARDINAL—America's highest agent in
the Kremlin—and he's about to be terminated by the KGB. The other is the one American who can save
CARDINAL and lead the world to the brink of peace...or war.
The Mueller Report - Robert S. Mueller 2019-04-26
This is the full Mueller Report, as released on April 18, 2019, by the U.S. Department of Justice. A reprint of
the report exactly as it was issued by the government, it is without analysis or commentary from any other
4/6

Downloaded from titlecapitalization.com on by guest

source and with nothing subtracted except for the material redacted by the Department of Justice. The
mission of the Mueller investigation was to examine Russian interference in the 2016 Presidential election,
consisting of possible links, or "collusion," between the Donald Trump campaign and the Russian
government of Vladimir Putin as well as any allegations of obstruction of justice in this regard. It was also
intended to detect and prosecute, where warranted, any other crimes that surfaced during the course of the
investigation. The report consists of a detailed summary of the various investigations and inquiries that the
Special Counsel and colleagues carried out in these areas. The investigation was initiated in the aftermath
of the firing of FBI Director James Comey by Donald Trump on May 9, 2017. The FBI, under Director
Comey, had already been investigating links between Russia and the Trump campaign. Mueller submitted
his report to Attorney General William Barr on March 22, 2019, and the Department of Justice released the
redacted report one month later.
Putin: His Downfall and Russia's Coming Crash - Richard Lourie 2017-07-18
An electrifying and timely book, by leading Russian expert Richard Lourie, that explores Putin's failures and
whether Trump's election gives Putin extraordinarily dangerous opportunities in our mad new world. "A
master chronicler of modern Russia. Drawing on his own expertise, Lourie paints a convincing portrait of a
ruthless authoritarian leader headed toward failure. This book serves as an essential primer on Putin and,
by extension, Russia."—Publishers Weekly For reasons that are made clear in this book, Putin’s Russia will
collapse just as Imperial Russia did in 1917 and as Soviet Russia did in 1991. The only questions are when,
how violently, and with how much peril for the world. The U.S. election complicates everything, including: ·
Putin’s next land grab · Exploitations of the Arctic · Cyber-espionage · Putin and China ...and many more
crucial topics. Putin: His Downfall and Russia's Coming Crash is an essential read for everybody bewildered
and dismayed by the new world order.
Near Abroad - Gerard Toal 2017
"In sum, by showing how and why local regional disputes quickly develop into global crises through the
paired power of historical memory and time-space compression, Near Abroad reshapes our understanding
of the current conflict raging in the center of the Eurasian landmass and international politics as a whole"-The New Autocracy - Daniel Treisman 2018-02-06
Corruption, fake news, and the "informational autocracy" sustaining Putin in power After fading into the
background for many years following the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia suddenly has emerged as a
new threat—at least in the minds of many Westerners. But Western assumptions about Russia, and in
particular about political decision-making in Russia, tend to be out of date or just plain wrong. Under the
leadership of Vladimir Putin since 2000, Russia is neither a somewhat reduced version of the Soviet Union
nor a classic police state. Corruption is prevalent at all levels of government and business, but Russia's
leaders pursue broader and more complex goals than one would expect in a typical kleptocracy, such as
those in many developing countries. Nor does Russia fit the standard political science model of a
"competitive authoritarian" regime; its parliament, political parties, and other political bodies are neither
fakes to fool the West nor forums for bargaining among the elites. The result of a two-year collaboration
between top Russian experts and Western political scholars, Autocracy explores the complex roles of
Russia's presidency, security services, parliament, media and other actors. The authors argue that Putin
has created an “informational autocracy,” which relies more on media manipulation than on the
comprehensive repression of traditional dictatorships. The fake news, hackers, and trolls that featured in
Russia’s foreign policy during the 2016 U.S. presidential election are also favored tools of Putin’s domestic
regime—along with internet restrictions, state television, and copious in-house surveys. While these tactics
have been successful in the short run, the regime that depends on them already shows signs of age: overcentralization, a narrowing of information flows, and a reliance on informal fixers to bypass the
bureaucracy. The regime's challenge will be to continue to block social modernization without undermining
the leadership’s own capabilities.
Once Upon a Time in Russia - Ben Mezrich 2015-06-02
The New York Times bestselling author of Bringing Down the House and The Accidental Billionaires tells
his most incredible story yet: A true drama of obscene wealth, crime, rivalry, and betrayal from deep inside
the world of billionaire Russian oligarchs that Booklist called “one more example of just how talented a
all-the-kremlins-men-inside-the-court-of-vladimir-putin

storyteller [Mezrich] is.” Meet two larger-than-life Russians: former mathematician Boris Berezovsky, who
moved into more lucrative ventures as well as politics, becoming known as the Godfather of the Kremlin;
and Roman Abramovich, a dashing young entrepreneur who built one of Russia’s largest oil companies from
the ground up. After a chance meeting on a yacht in the Caribbean, the men became locked in a complex
partnership, surfing the waves of privatization after the fall of the Soviet regime and amassing mega
fortunes while also taking the reins of power in Russia. With Berezovsky serving as the younger
entrepreneur’s krysha—literally, his roof, his protector—they battled their way through the “Wild East” of
Russia until their relationship soured when Berezovsky attacked President Vladimir Putin in the media.
Dead bodies trailed Berezovsky as he escaped to London, where an associate died painfully of Polonium
poisoning, creating an international furor. As Abramovich prospered, Berezovsky was found dead in a
luxurious London town house, declared a suicide. With unprecedented, exclusive first-person sourcing,
Mezrich takes us inside a world of unimaginable wealth, power, and corruption to uncover this exciting
story, a true-life thriller epic for our time—“Wolf Hall on the Moskva” (Bookpage).
The State Within a State - Yevgenia Albats 1994
Chronicling the KGB's growth in strength and influence despite its official dissolution, a journalist for
Newsweek in Moscow notes its control over the changes in Soviet society, its infiltration into daily Russian
life, and its transformation into a state power.
The Brethren - Bob Woodward 2011-05-31
The Brethren is the first detailed behind-the-scenes account of the Supreme Court in action. Bob Woodward
and Scott Armstrong have pierced its secrecy to give us an unprecedented view of the Chief and Associate
Justices—maneuvering, arguing, politicking, compromising, and making decisions that affect every major
area of American life.
All the Kremlin's Men - Mikhail Zygar 2017-11-07
"I read this book in one night, truly a page-turner. It leaves a profoundly scary impression: [Putin's court is
the] real House of Cards." --Lev Lurie, writer and historian All the Kremlin's Men is a gripping narrative of
an accidental king and a court out of control. Based on an unprecedented series of interviews with Vladimir
Putin's inner circle, this book presents a radically different view of power and politics in Russia. The image
of Putin as a strongman is dissolved. In its place is a weary figurehead buffeted--if not controlled--by the
men who at once advise and deceive him. The regional governors and bureaucratic leaders are immovable
objects, far more powerful in their fiefdoms than the president himself. So are the gatekeepers-those
officials who guard the pathways to power-on whom Putin depends as much as they rely on him. The
tenuous edifice is filled with all of the intrigue and plotting of a Medici court, as enemies of the state are
invented and wars begun to justify personal gains, internal rivalries, or one faction's biased advantage. A
bestseller in Russia, All the Kremlin's Men is a shocking revisionist portrait of the Putin era and a dazzling
reconstruction of the machinations of courtiers running riot.
The Invention of Russia - Arkady Ostrovsky 2017-07-04
WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE WINNER OF THE CORNELIUS RYAN AWARD FINALIST FOR THE
LIONEL GELBER PRIZE FINANCIAL TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR “Fast-paced and excellently written."
—New York Times “Filled with sparkling prose and deep analysis.” –The Wall Street Journal An essential
analysis to understanding Putin's playbook and understanding the real Russian threat to World order and
peace How did a country that embraced freedom over twenty-five years ago end up as an autocratic police
state bent once again on confrontation with the West? In this Orwell Prize-winning book, Arkady Ostrovsky
reaches back to the darkest days of the Cold War to tell the story of Russia's stealthy and largely
unchronicled post-Soviet transformation. A highly regarded Moscow correspondent for the Economist,
Arkady Ostrovsky comes to this story both as a participant and a foreign correspondent. His knowledge of
many of the key players allows him to explain the phenomenon of Valdimir Putin - his rise and astonishing
longevity, his use of hybrid warfare and the alarming crescendo of his military interventions. In his new
paperback preface, Ostrovsky explores how Putin influenced the US election, the Trump Putin access, and
shows how Putin's methods - weaponizing the media and serving up fake news - came to enter American
politics.
Crime in Progress - Glenn Simpson 2019-11-26
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help them make sense of what they were seeing, Simpson and Fritsch engaged the services of a former
British intelligence agent and Russia expert named Christopher Steele. He would produce a series of
memos—which collectively became known as the Steele dossier—that raised deeply alarming questions
about the nature of Trump’s ties to a hostile foreign power. Those memos made their way to U.S.
intelligence agencies, and then to President Barack Obama and President-elect Trump. On January 10,
2017, the Steele dossier broke into public view, and the Trump-Russia story reached escape velocity. At the
time, Fusion GPS was just a ten-person consulting firm tucked away above a Starbucks near Dupont Circle,
but it would soon be thrust into the center of the biggest news story on the planet—a story that would lead
to accusations of witch hunts, a relentless campaign of persecution by congressional Republicans, bizarre
conspiracy theories, lawsuits by Russian oligarchs, and the Mueller report. In Crime in Progress, Simpson
and Fritsch tell their story for the first time—a tale of the high-stakes pursuit of one of the biggest, most
important stories of our time—no matter the costs.

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “I’ve read kind of all the books on this subject . . . and this is the one
you want to read.”—Rachel Maddow Before Ukraine, before impeachment: This is the never-before-told
inside story of the high-stakes, four-year-long investigation into Donald Trump’s Russia ties—culminating in
the Steele dossier, and sparking the Mueller report—from the founders of political opposition research
company Fusion GPS. Fusion GPS was founded in 2010 by Glenn Simpson and Peter Fritsch, two former
reporters at The Wall Street Journal who decided to abandon the struggling news business and use their
reporting skills to conduct open-source investigations for businesses and law firms—and opposition
research for political candidates. In the fall of 2015, they were hired to look into the finances of Donald
Trump. What began as a march through a mind-boggling trove of lawsuits, bankruptcies, and sketchy
overseas projects soon took a darker turn: The deeper Fusion dug, the more it began to notice names that
Simpson and Fritsch had come across during their days covering Russian corruption—and the clearer it
became that the focus of Fusion’s research going forward would be Trump’s entanglements with Russia. To
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